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Week Ending Friday, December 22, 1989 


News Conference of President Bush 
and President Mitterrand of France in 
St. Martin, French West Indies 


December 16, 1989 


Discussions Between the Leaders 


President Mitterrand. Ladies and gentle- 
men, we have just completed our political 
conversations, and we have spoken for sev- 
eral hours of those subjects which seem 
most important, given the turn of events in 
the world. You already have the lists, I can 
imagine, just in your own minds. 

First of all, the evolution of Europe, and 
naturally Eastern Europe, and particularly 
Eastern Germany, without forgetting 
others. Our recent meetings with Mr. Gor- 
bachev—the conclusions, or what we could 
infer from these conversations, enabled us 
to compare points of view and our impres- 
sions. And at the same time, we dealt with 
all the subjects connected to the ICSC Con- 
ference on various forms of disarmament 
and the forms of assistance, namely bank, 
vis-a-vis Eastern countries. And moving 
from this very major problem, we dealt 
with other matters, such as Lebanon, for 
instance. And we considered the evolution 
of attitudes vis-a-vis the problems arising for 
peace and the various pressing statements 
of the Secretary of State, Mr. Baker—what 
we both thought about it and what could be 
done to take into account the rapid evolu- 
tion of events and situations. It would be 
ridiculous to let themselves be superseded 
by events, and at the same time, one needs 
to assess them. Things move fast. They 
moved very fast during these past few 
weeks, and they might move very fast in 
the coming weeks. And let us seriously con- 
sider what is going on from day to day with- 
out losing sight of desirable perspective. 

Well, this is a list. It’s a pure description— 
what I’m doing here. I'd like to leave it up 
to you to stress those points you’re most 
interested in. 

But first of all, I would like to say how 
very pleased I was to be able to receive 


President George Bush. It is a very great 
pleasure and a very great honor for our 
country as we are here at home in French 
land and our neighbor and personal friend, 
as well, came to talk with us, to talk about 
the experience acquired during these diffi- 
cult days, our feelings and our values. And I 
must say that from most points of view we 
reached a harmony of views and were able 
to develop a common policy not only 
amongst ourselves but with others. And 
therefore, I would like to repeat here how 
very pleased we were in St. Martin to be 
able to receive George Bush not only as the 
President but also because of the people he 
represents. And it occurred very informally, 
as you see—as it always does. I felt some- 
what the same atmosphere we had in Ken- 
nebunkport in the home of George Bush. 
And it continues exactly in the same spirit. 
And I would very much like this to go on 
for a long time. Thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. Let me simply thank you for your 
hospitality—everyone else in St. Martin— 
and to say that, as with our earlier talks— 
not just in Maine but in Paris at the time of 
that glorious celebration, off in the corner 
at NATO—TI learned a lot. I can say to this 
distinguished group that I feel that France 
and the United States, regarding these dy- 
namic changes that are taking place, are 
very close together. And I would also add 
that I think it is very important that France 
and the United States be close together as 
we discuss the changes that are taking 
place. 

So, sir, thank you very much for your 
warm hospitality. I have only one com- 
plaint—put it this way—one regret, and 
that is that we have to leave this beautiful 
paradise on such a short time schedule. But 
you were wonderful to come all this way. 
And from the American side, my sincerest 
thanks to you, sir. 

President Mitterrand. So it’s rather diffi- 
cult to settle in paradise, isn’t it? 
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Well, a lot of people are asking for the 
floor. First of all, as we’re in France here, 
American journalists, therefore. Obviously, I 
can’t recognize you. Yes, sir? 


Exports to Eastern-Bloc Countries and 
Economic Relations With the Soviet Union 


Q. I understand that one area of disagree- 
ment between the both of you was on the 
subject of export controls on highly sensi- 
tive goods shipped in Eastern Europe, the 
so-called COCOM [Coordinating Commit- 
tee for Multilateral Security Export Con- 
trols] regulations. President Bush, I wonder 
if, at this point, since you’re making over- 
tures in other areas, you feel it’s time to 
relax these regulations? And also if Presi- 
dent Mitterrand would respond, too, if you 
and the United States are in more agree- 
ment today on this than you were before 
the meeting? 

President Bush. One, I did not have a 
discussion with the President of France on 
that subject. Two, we should, and will, 
review our participation in COCOM, our 
discussions in COCOM. There are certainly 
still legitimate national security interests 
that must be preserved, and I don’t think 
we have one iota of difference with France 
on that. But I think it is timely that we take 
a new look at some of the commercial con- 
straints. 

Q. Could I follow that up, sir? When you 
were in Malta, you promised President Gor- 
bachev certain economic concessions, in- 
cluding observer status in GATT [General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade]. In the 
last couple of days, the Congress of Peoples 
Deputies has seemed to move away some of 
the perestroika reforms of President Gorba- 
chev. Were the things that you promised 
contingent on certain things happening in 
the Soviet Union? 

President Bush. Well, certain things hap- 
pening in the world, certain things happen- 
ing in terms of the necessary steps to be 
taken inside the Soviet Union—but I would 
not say that I’ve seen anything in the last 
couple of days that negates my hopes for 
doing business with the Soviet Union along 
the lines President Gorbachev and I talked 
about. 

President Mitterrand. Well, ll answer 
along the same lines. Yes, with the situation 
changing, it is normal for our regulations to 
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become more flexible. To which extent, 
which rate, in which field—this is still some- 
thing which has to be resolved by technical 
diplomatic discussion with ourselves. 


Middle East 


Q. Wednesday in Paris—what achieve- 
ments would you like to see out of this 
dialog? And if I may ask President Bush, are 
you hopeful for a dialog—lIsraeli-Palestini- 
an? 

President Mitterrand. Well, that was not 
at all the center of our conversations, al- 
though this is a very important subject. We 
couldn’t talk about everything. And I must 
say that as we talked about the Near East, 
we dwelled on Lebanon. Obviously, we dis- 
cussed Israel, but Israel vis-a-vis the Arab 
countries was not raised in a sufficient clear 
way for me to be able to give you anything 
new. 

So, let’s talk about Lebanon, if you like. 
For Lebanon, we recalled our positions, 
which I myself expressed—and French tele- 
vision—for the opinion of my country. And 
I said that we had supported the Taif agree- 
ments and we recognize the implementa- 
tion of these agreements as, for the 
moment, the Lebanese parliamentarians ac- 
cepted them and elected a President of the 
Republic—and then another one who ap- 
pointed a government. So, it is a legitimate 
government—a legitimate situation which 
can be justified only in seeking a dialog and 
civilian peace amongst Lebanese which 
must, therefore, exclude any foreign inter- 
vention. But it is legitimate. And I ex- 
pressed this view in writing at various times 
to General Aoun [Lebanese Christian 
leader]. 

We French feel very close to all Leba- 
nese, and particularly to those who feel 
threatened. And it is not always the same at 
the same time. But we do think that the 
best guarantee for all is the law, the situa- 
tion of legitimate constitutional order, and 
we believe that it would be wise for every- 
body to recognize this supreme law. In any 
case, such is the position of France. | dis- 
cussed this with President Bush, and I don’t 
think that we were in any disagreement on 
the subject. 

President Bush. The question as directed 
to me—yes, that’s what the Baker five 
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points are about. And that’s what Mr. Mu- 
barak [President of Egypt] was attempting 
to do: to get dialog and discussion going on 
the West Bank which would include Pales- 
tinians. So, we are for that. And I’m hopeful 
that the meetings that Secretary [of State] 
Baker will be having after the Ist of the 
year with the Foreign Ministers will move 
that peace process forward. We are com- 
mitted to it. 

President Mitterrand. It would be easy 
for me to add my own opinion, very briefly. 
You can’t solve the problem of Palestinians 
without the Palestinians. 


Relations With Libya 


Q. ——because I think there is a certain 
problem between Libya and France, and 
also it is a problem between America and 
Libya. So, do you have a shared point of 
view of your relations with Libya? 

President Mitterrand. Are you putting 
the question to me? Yes? Very well. Our 
relations with Libya have been fairly com- 
plicated. Well, first of all, there was the war 
in Chad. And we supported the forces of 
the legitimate Chadian leaders so as to re- 
conquer their independence, their sover- 
eignty, and the unity of their country, 
which meant that we countered the ambi- 
tion of Libya, which indeed created a 
rather difficult atmosphere. But this war 
was won by the Chadians. This country has 
become what we expected of it: free and 
sovereign. And it regained its unity, and 
therefore, we consider that our action ful- 
filled its objective. But it took 5 years’ pa- 
tience and struggle, but it is done now. At 
the same time, a bone of contention was 
disappearing with Libya. And if, obviously, 
this country had feelings of revenge vis-a- 
vis Chad, they would find themselves in the 
exact same situation vis-a-vis us. 

Other events have occurred which 
touched the United States of America more. 
I do not think that it’s up to me to discuss 
this subject. One can only hope to see the 
countries of Maghreb and North Africa 
prefer the ways of peace, the refusal of ter- 
rorism, to the means of war or international 
disorder. And it is along these lines that our 
diplomacy continues to have a dialog, some 
with ups and downs, with the Libyan lead- 
ers. And I expressed the hope: Why 


shouldn’t this come to an end, obviously in 
respecting the rights of peoples? 

President Bush. Yl simply say that we 
have not changed our view on Libya. I 
know that some countries are reaching out 
a little more today to Libya; we are not. We 
have not seen the hard evidence that we’d 
like to see to show a renunciation of inter- 
national terror. And until we do, there will 
be no improved relations between the 
United States and Libya. 


Europe’s Future 


Q. Mr. President, what is your reaction 
after the proposal suggestions of American 
Secretary of State Mr. Baker in Berlin as to 
the reform of NATO [North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization] and as to the constriction of 
Europe—faster and more open? 

President Mitterrand. Well, there are 
quite a few elements in this very important 
statement which obviously meet with my 
approval. It is very important to become 
aware of the future of the community and 
of the necessary acceleration strengthening 
its structures. It’s very important, as well, to 
be aware of the importance of the CSC 
Conference [Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe] on measures of se- 
curity which must be decided by the Euro- 
pean countries plus the United States and 
Canada. A whole series of these proposals 
go exactly along with our views. And we 
think the very future of Eastern Europe is 
conditioned by the way Eastern countries 
organize themselves, structure themselves, 
coordinate their efforts, and endow them- 
selves with common authority. 

I often made this comparison, including 
with President Bush: If the horses of the 
team don’t move at the same speed, there 
will be an accident. And we have to deal 
with the German problem, in particular, 
and that of Eastern Europe at a pace which 
must be harmonious, must be in step with 
that of European construction. 

And I must say that Mr. Baker’s state- 
ment on the subject seemed to show great 
understanding of the needs of Europe. 
Afterwards, there was the part that had to 
do with evolution of the alliance and the 
content of NATO. Well, this is a subject to 
be discussed. We do not refuse—when a 
situation changes, the content of an alliance 
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may change. And we belong to this alliance, 
although we have a special status within it. 
We are fully aware of our obligations as 
allies, as others must have as well in the 
same way. 

Now, this is a subject under study. The 
ideas were launched before the world’s 
public opinion, particularly of Europe, and I 
have not yet met with my European part- 
ners since this major statement. But I agree 
on one point: We cannot stay where we 
were before the collapse of all the walls 
that existed between the peoples of Europe. 
And likewise the concept of antagonists, of 
enemies, foes, or possible conflicts no longer 
rises in the same terms, or at least I hope. 
But we need—as President George Bush 
was saying before—we need to know and 
observe the evolution of the forthcoming 
months, which remains uncertain and 
which needs some time to rest, to enable us 
to see exactly what is going on. At the 
present time, we see the major trends. And 
one can plan various perspectives, but we 
need this move now to be completed 
before drawing any diplomatic and military 
consequences. 

President Bush. May I just add one word, 
Mr. President? We spent a lot of time talk- 
ing about Eastern Europe and the dynamic 
changes taking place there and inside the 
Soviet Union. And I would simply not go 
into detail on this answer except to say that 
I feel very close to President Mitterrand’s 
views here. Secretary Baker had a chance 
to go over these matters with Roland 
Dumas [French Foreign Minister], and I 
think there may be some nuances of differ- 
ence. But in terms of the big questions of 
Eastern Europe, I feel, I would say, simply 
reassured that President Mitterrand and I 
are viewing these the same way. 

Mr. President, would it be all right to 
take under the policy of dual recognition 
the man that thought he had been recog- 
nized here? 

Haiti 

Q. Thank you. My question is to Presi- 
dent Mitterrand, which is—correspondent 
of the Haitian Information Agency. So, 
during your visit to South America, Presi- 
dent Perez of Venezuela suggested holding 
an international conference on Haiti. And I 
would like to know whether you discussed 
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this with President Bush? And if so, did he 
agree? 

President Mitterrand. We did not at all 
discuss this, as you see. But this is an impor- 
tant subject which might come up in our 
next exchange of correspondence, and I’m 
sure we'll have many of those in 1990. 


Terrorism and the War on Drugs 


Q. Do you fear an increase of terrorist 
attacks, either blind or striking American 
interests in Europe? And did you evoke the 
reasons for better protecting ourselves 
against terrorism? 

President Mitterrand. Well, quite a lot of 
information seems to show that there might 
be some reawakening of terrorist intents, 
particularly in some regions of the Near 
East. But from there to actually go on the 
act and even specify the intention—I mean, 
there may be a great distance, and I cannot 
prejudge this. I really don’t know. The duty 
of states is to protect ourselves against ter- 
rorism. And nothing can be done which 
might weaken the moral, psychological, and 
practical defense of police and security 
against such danger. From this point of 
view, as many others, we have had relations 
of work and trust with the U.S., and we 
shall continue. 

President Bush. I would simply add to 
that that the cooperation has been superb. 
And I was delighted yesterday—this was 
not discussed today—but delighted yester- 
day when the’ Colombian Government 
brought to bay, I think, the man who is 
ranked as the third most prominent narco 
terrorist in Colombia, Mr. Gacha. And that 
was a very courageous effort on the part of 
the Colombians. And we have all different 
kinds of terrorists, but this narco terrorism 
is simply outrageous and unacceptable. And 
when you see a President of an embattled 
country—and Colombia fits that descrip- 
tion—doing its level-best to bring them to 
justice, I think we ought to all salute them. 


East Germany 


Q. Do you have any specific prescriptions 
to keep the situation from running wild? 
Apparently it’s quite different from what 
was going on in Poland and Hungary. Mr. 
President, perhaps some instant food aid as 
winter approaches? Is there some special 
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way to treat the East German chaotic situa- 
tion? 

President Bush. I don’t know if there’s a 
special way, but we spelled out at NATO 
the four points that relate to German reuni- 
fication. The Strasbourg declaration under 
the meeting headed by President Mitter- 
rand addressed themselves to that question. 
Obviously, if there’s emergency food aid re- 
quired there—we have no requests for 
that—but if it’s required, we would be very 
responsive, as I expect others in the alliance 
would be. 


France-U.S. Relations 


Q. President Bush, do you now have a 
special relationship with the French Gov- 
ernment and President Mitterrand that 
rivals the supposed special relationship with 
the government of Mrs. Thatcher [Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom]? And can 
you discuss that for us? [Laughter] 

President Bush. Put it this way: There’s 
not supposed to be any rivalry of this 
nature. We have a special relationship with 
the United Kingdom. I think everybody 
knows it. I like to think I have a very spe- 
cial relationship with President Mitterrand. 
And I can tell you that the ability to pick 
up the phone, no matter what the subject 
is, as I have done on occasions and he has 
done on occasions, and have honest ex- 
changes of information, has been extraordi- 
narily helpful, I think, to both sides. I can 
speak for the U.S. So, I hope it is a special 
relationship, but perhaps I ought to let the 
President of the Republic speak to that. 
[Laughter] 

President Mitterrand. Well, I mean, we— 
sometimes sentimental competition. 
[Laughter] I mean, there is room enough 
for several friendships in life. I don’t see 
why without necessarily moving to excess— 
I mean, you know the poet who wrote of 
the innumerable heart—well, not innumer- 
able, but one may have one’s heart open to 
several friendships. [Laughter] And then to 
classify isn’t easy. There is also a French 
novel, very interesting, that’s called the 
“Map of Love.” Well, to you journalists, the 
map of love and friendship—for you to 
decide for this map; it’s not mine. But what 
I do certainly hope is that we keep a very 
close friendship with the United States of 


America, as we shall have with the United 
Kingdom. 

Q. Would you have given that answer 
before January 20th, 1989? 

President Mitterrand. Before the 20th of 
January? What happened on the 20th of 
January? [Laughter] You seem to remember 
my own feelings more than I do myself. I 
would have said this—you mean before Mr. 
Bush’s election. Is that what you mean? I 
mean, from what I was able to deduce— 
because you need a triple translation to get 
to your meaning. [Laughter] I got along 
very well with Mr. Reagan. And now that 
he’s no longer President of the United 
States of America—and I would not want to 
say anything that might seem slightly re- 
strictive; that’s the way history was. And 
now with Mr. Bush, we are working togeth- 
er and, I think, in a very good, close under- 
standing. But as to say more on what you’re 
interested in, sir, that is just kind of senti- 
mental press. I’m certainly not going to say 
anymore. 


General Noriega of Panama 


Q. President Bush, General Noriega of 
Panama, who has long been a thorn in the 
side of the United States, has just this week 
declared war on the United States. How do 
you respond to this last outrage of General 
Noriega? 

President Bush. Well, I don’t respond to 
it. I noticed that he was made supreme 
leader or something of that nature. It has 
not changed our view of him at all. He is an 
indicted narcotics dealer, and he ought to 
get out. And the minute he got out, the 
relations between Panama and the United 
States would improve dramatically. And not 
only is he an indicted narcotics dealer but 
he singlehandedly aborted the free will of 
the Panamanian people, the will being ex- 
pressed in open and free elections. And Mr. 
Noriega singlehandedly sent out his “digni- 
ty battalions” to beat up the elected Vice 
President and to keep the will of the people 
from being fulfilled. And that is unaccept- 
able as we see the world, particularly in 
these times when we see the world moving 
more and more towards democratic change. 


China 


Q. President Mitterrand, I’d like to ask 
you if you discussed in any way China and 
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what you think of President Bush’s decision 
to send his envoys to China recently? And if 
I could follow on that, Mr. Bush, if perhaps 
you’ve have second thoughts about the 
nature in which this was done, in the secre- 
tive fashion and in the toasting of the Chi- 
nese while your envoys were there? 

President Mitterrand. Thank you for this 
question. Well, I should have said in my 
presentation, indeed, we did talk about 
China, and this was at the initiative of 
President Bush, who himself expressed the 
wish of being able to give us his views on 
this subject and the reason for what was 
done. So I think now you might hear this. 

President Bush. 1 have no _ second 
thoughts at all. And being somewhat famil- 
iar with China, I’ve learned you listen to 
everything that’s said in a toast. You look at 
every word and analyze it. And I am 
strongly supportive of this mission by Gen- 
eral Scowcroft [Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs} and Larry 
Eagleburger [Deputy Secretary of State]. 
I’ve said that I initiated it, and I’m not 
going to go further, except to say that I 
hope that it will have positive results. And 
you’ve already seen a couple of indications 
of that. But I think—knowing China, 
again—I think time is required. But this is a 
billion-plus people, and I do not want to 
hurt the billion-plus people further. And I 
think we’ve made the right step, and only 
time will tell how this leadership in China 
views the mission. 

Reunification of Germany 

Q. President Bush, is there any agree- 
ment between France and the U.S. to slow 
down Mr. Kohl [Chancellor of the Federal 
Republic of Germany] in his drive to reuni- 
fication? 

President Bush. No. [Laughter] 

President Mitterrand. May I have your 
question? Is there an agreement or an in- 
formative use to slow down Mr. Kohl? Yes, 
there’s a great conformity of view in the 
United States, particularly, considering 
slowing down Mr. Kohl. That’s a specific 
matter. But we think that everything, as 
was said in Strasbourg, is to be done in the 
respect of treaties and the principles of Hel- 
sinki; and that at present, there are two 
States. And if the evolution seems to 
strengthen and hasten, it would be a good 
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thing for the German authorities to contrib- 
ute, at the same time, to develop the con- 
struction which is indispensible for the new 
European political order, Community, CSC, 
et cetera. 

Chancellor Kohl was telling me this yes- 
terday, as we were together in Switzerland, 
and he says it constantly. And there’s no 
reason to doubt this—said: “I did not set 
any timetable to the aspiration which is that 
of all Germans, and particular mine, to- 
wards reunification. Therefore, I am not 
precipitating events, even though I do hope 
for this.” This is what Mr. Kohl said. 

In any case, he is to conform with the 
treaties and agreements which preside 
today to the European balance. And there- 
fore, I don’t have any particular complaints. 
Chancellor Kohl is German. He’s a German 
patriot. And he obviously has reflexes which 
are not mine. But the main thing: When we 
are together and when we speak as respon- 
sible for our own countries, we sketch out 
an outline on which we can agree. And in 
any case, I shall be meeting with Chancel- 
lor Kohl on the 4th of January next year. 
He shall be coming to see me in France. 


China Sanctions 


Q. On China, do you believe that other 
countries that follow the United States lead 
on sanctions should now relieve those sanc- 
tions to lighten them? And how would you 
feel if they did that against your wishes? 

President Bush. 1 think each country has 
got to make its own determination. But I 
think, basically, if I had to answer yes or no, 
I'd say no. I think they’ve got to wait and 
see how matters evolve. That’s what we’re 
doing. And I think it’s prudent. And for 
those who suggested that I had normalized 
relations with this power because of one 
visit—they simply are wrong, off the reser- 
vation on that. So, I think that’s a matter for 
other countries to determine. 

President Mitterrand. Yes, over there. 
Yes, I didn’t give the floor—to that end of 
the room. Yes, which paper? 


Romania 


Q. ——Mr. President. 

President Mitterrand. Yes. | can’t really 
see you. I’m terribly sorry. You’re standing 
in the shadows. But you are able to move 
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out of the shadows. Nonetheless, I give you 
the floor. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. May I con- 
tinue to say, thank you, Mr. President. 

President Mitterrand. Well, obviously, 
the question of evolution of the East was 
the major question today. But the question 
of nonevolution in the East is also a major 
question—the question of Romania, in par- 
ticular. Is the common position or coxmmon 
action been decided, or will be decided? 
Well, common position is very easy to de- 
termine: This is a regime which we con- 
demn. These are behaviors which aren’t ac- 
ceptable, and intolerable, in fact. And this is 
in Romania, nonetheless, which is a sover- 
eign state. 

I mean, we deplore the situation that the 
Romanian people have to live in, and we do 
hope that the wind of freedom which has 
been blowing through the other countries 
of Europe will also come to Romania so our 
feelings cannot be misunderstood. And for 
the rest, I personally have nothing to add. 

@Q. Excuse me. May I have your answer 
on the problem of Romania after what 
President Mitterrand has just said? 

President Bush. My response is: ditto, the 
same. We view Romania as way behind the 
power curve in terms of change, and it’s too 
bad that they are ebbing as they are. But 
let’s hope they'll get the word, too. 


Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, my question is ad- 
dressed to you on Lebanon. If General 
Aoun refuses to leave, do you approve of a 
military operation against him? And did you 
discuss the situation with President Mitter- 
rand? 

President Bush. We did discuss the Leba- 
nese situation. Both of us want to see a 
bloodbath avoided there. It is the position 
of the United States that Mr. Hraoui [Presi- 
dent of Lebanon] is the head of govern- 
ment there, and recognized as such. In our 
view, things would be much benefited if 
Mr. Aoun left. But I will let President Mit- 
terrand, obviously, address himself on that 
point. But we are together in working as 
best we can to avoid bloodshed. And we 
have supported the tripartite agreement. 
And again, I’d like to salute them here, be- 
cause without that, I don’t think this proc- 
ess would be anywhere along. And so, let’s 


just hope they can resolve this matter with- 
out the loss of a lot of innocent life in Leba- 
non. It plagues me, particularly at this 
joyous time of the year, that Lebanon is 
having this terrible, terrible grief. 

President Mitterrand. I’ve already stated 
my views on this. 


Arms Reductions in Europe 


Q. Mr. President—differences on accept- 
ing President Gorbachev’s offer to move 
the CSCE [Conference for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe] talks from 1992 up to 
1990. Considering your affection for each 
other, were you able to sway each other’s 
opinion on this? And if not, could you ex- 
plain your different opinions? 

President Mitterrand. Well, I have al- 
ready stated, in Kiev, in particular, that I 
agreed for this meeting to be held as from 
next year, because I think that the events, 
at the pace they’re moving, should be fol- 
lowed closely. But I haven’t tried to pros- 
elytize vis-a-vis President Bush. I mean, he 
can see matters for himself. 

President Bush, He.expresses it very well, 
indeed. And when I talked to Mr. Gorba- 
chev, we talked about trying to complete 
the conventional force agreement so we 
would have a CFE [Conventional Forces in 
Europe] summit. I also expressed—and 
openminded about the CSCE, but we want 
to know a little bit more about that. So, we 
had a very good discussion with the Presi- 
dent of France to understand it better. That 
matter, incidentally, was not raised to me 
by President Gorbachev, as you may re- 
member. So, this was an interesting discus- 
sion, and I think I understand the hopes of 
President Mitterrand as a result of the dis- 
cussion. 


Forums for Discussion of Eastern 
European Reforms 

Q. Do the two of you feel that CSCE or 
NATO should be the proper forum and 
within the alliance for discussing the 
changes in Eastern Europe? 

President Mitterrand. Well, these are 
two meeting places which are equally im- 
portant. For the time being, the advantage 
of CSCE is that it groups all European 
countries, all of them, which is not the case 
of NATO, which is the expression of an alli- 
ance. And this is why it had been proposed 
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that we give another content to NATO, but 
that’s not the way it is now. But we have to 
deal with today’s reality, and today’s reality 
is that all Europeans can debate within 
CSC, which is desirable and is not at all in 
contradiction with any new behavior or any 
new evolution in NATO. But we have not 
advanced sufficiently in this field for me to 
be able to say more. 

President Bush. I would simply say there 
are many forums. You’ve got CSCE. You’ve 
got the EC [European Community]. You’ve 
got NATO. You’ve got the G-7 [economic 
summits of industrialized nations]. You have 
a wide array of groups that are interested in 
the peaceful, democratic change in Europe. 
And so, it isn’t a question of one or the 
other. And I think I would simply say the 
President of France expressed it very well 
there. 


NATO’s Future 


Q. Sir, may I follow up on that? 

President Mitterrand. You've already 
spoken. Haven’t you spoken already? 
[Laughter] 

Q. May I simply ask, sir, do you feel that 
as the need for the American nuclear shield 
recedes that American political leadership 
of NATO will recede as well? 

President Mitterrand. Well, all this is 
something we will discuss amongst our- 
selves. We cannot prejudge any result to a 
situation which is evolving constantly, obvi- 
ously. If the risk of conflict and antagonism 
between the two blocs recedes, obviously 
the military content of the alliance has to 
change. But there is nothing else I can add 
to this. 

Worldwide Political and Economic 
Reform 

Q. Mr. President, do you think that the 
rapid changes occurring in Eastern Europe 
will have a spillover effect in other areas of 
the world, particularly in South Africa and 
probably here in the Caribbean and Cuba? 

President Mitterrand. Who is the ques- 
tion addressed to? It’s a difficult question. 
It’s practically impossible. It’s true that the 
failure of the Eastern European systems will 
obviously have a spillover effect on other 
regions of the world where that system was 
imitated. It’s likely. You take a country such 
as Benin, which has just officially stated that 
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it renounced its definition criterion of Marx- 
ism-Leninism. But as I say, I cannot pre- 
judge the reactions of those countries you 
have mentioned. 


Chairman Gorbachev of the Soviet Union 


Q. A question to you and to President 
Bush. You met with Mr. Gorbachev for a 
very long time recently. I imagine he dis- 
cussed the difficulties he has within his 
country. Do you have the feeling that he 
will outlast the winter? 

President Mitterrand. Yes, and probably 
beyond that as well. And I hope I am not 
wrong. 


U.S. Role in Europe 


Q. My question is to the President of the 
United States. Mr. President, Mikhail Gor- 
bachev quite often mentions his idea of a 
common European house. Is there any 
room for you Americans in this common 
house? What kind of house would you like it 
to be? What model house? What layout? 
Could you tell us about the kind of house 
that you would like to see? 

President Bush. Yes, 1 think that even 
Mr. Gorbachev recognizes a role for the 
United States in this common European 
home. We talk about a Europe whole and 
free. He talks about a common European 
home. He talked to us about wanting to see 
the United States remain involved. And so, 
I don’t find any countries suggesting that 
the United States should decouple from 
Europe, even the bloc countries. I know 
that the countries in Eastern Europe, to 
whose leaders I’ve talked—Poland and 
Hungary certainly feel that way. So, I don’t 
think you’re going to see out of all this dy- 
namic change a tendency to try to push the 
United States out of Europe. 

You might see some isolationistic pres- 
sures develop in our country, but I will 
fight because I don’t want to see us decou- 
pled from Europe, I don’t want to see us 
pull out of Europe, if you will. I want to see 
us work with the EC, as I talked about and 
Secretary Baker elaborated on. So, I don’t 
think there’s any pressure to see us disen- 
gage, you might say. 


General Noriega of Panama 


Q. My question is to President Bush. 
Going back to the question of Panama. Nor- 
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iega—obviously, you intend to try to get rid 
of him. But it’s known that when you're 
responsible for the ClA—we also collabo- 
rate with the CIA—don’t you think that 
your margin for maneuver here is a very 
narrow one, indeed? 

President Bush. Yes, but I think it has 
nothing to do with the Central Intelligence 
Agency. But I think it’s a narrow margin for 
maneuver. It’s a good way of putting it. But 
that doesn’t lessen our determination to see 
the Panamanian people get what they want, 
and that is a democratic form of govern- 
ment. And it doesn’t lessen my determina- 
tion to see this indicted drug dealer be 
brought to trial. 


U.S. Defense Spending 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us that as 
you approach the next budget year in the 
United States—can you confirm for us that 
you are considering real dollar cuts in the 
U.S. defense budget? And considering the 
meeting like this one, can you let us in on 
some of your thinking: When you think 
about those budget cuts, are they driven by 
the legal necessity in the United States to 
reduce the budget or rather by events in 
Eastern Europe? 

President Bush. 1 think events in Eastern 
Europe are driving some to suggest that we 
can dramatically slash our defense budget. I 
will resist that. I can’t give you a final 
figure. The budget will be put to bed from 
the administration standpoint early this 
coming week. But I would not look, in 
dollar terms, for cuts. There are places we 
can save, and we are looking for them. But 
I will resist these euphoric views that we no 
longer need a very strong defense; we do 
need it. And I think our European friends 
understand that. 

I would like to move forward in the arms 
control agendas that we’ve got before us. 
I’m talking about START [strategic arms re- 
duction talks], chemical weapons, and con- 
ventional forces. And that should not be the 
end. We should move beyond those. And as 
you know, we’ve instructed the Pentagon to 
do some very serious analyses in terms of 
looking at what kind of force will be 
needed into the future, estimating as best 
they can what the threat will be. So, we’re 
in the process of doing that right now, 
Wyatt [Wyatt Andrews, CBS News], but I 


would not look for the administration to 
send up dramatically reduced levels of 
spending in defense. I hope someday that 
we can have a far different force, and de- 
ployed far differently. But we are not going 
to unilaterally pull away from our friends in 
NATO without serious consultation, and 
we're not going to pull away from our obli- 
gations elsewhere. But we are reviewing 
the whole defense budget, given the 
changes that have taken place. 

President Mitterrand. It is impossible to 
prolong this press conference. No, sir, you 
already spoke. I’m sorry. No, you’ve already 
spoken. No, no. Sit down. You’ve already 
asked a question. Many others might com- 
plain that they weren’t able to do so. 

Yes, one last question from you, sir. 


European Development Bank 


Q. I would like to ask President Mitter- 
rand if you extended on behalf of the EC 
an invitation to the United States to join 
this bank for European reconstruction de- 
velopment. And I would like to ask Presi- 
dent Bush what the U.S. position is in terms 
of joining that bankP 

President Mitterrand. 1 told President 
Bush that I had precisely signed in Paris 
just before I left—I signed a letter in which 
I invited the United States of America to 
participate in the creation of capital and of 
this bank. My letter I sent to many other 
directions, because it’s not a bank of the 
community. It is a bank which goes far 
beyond this. It’s to all those who wish and 
who are able to—including two Eastern Eu- 
ropean countries, and particularly the 
Soviet Union, if they were to accept—to 
make the necessary effort. Mr. Gorbachev 
has already given me his agreement. 

Thank you very much. We have to leave 
you now. Thank you, President Bush, once 
more. He will answer you, yes. But after- 
wards, we leave. 

President Bush. We discussed it. Ex- 
pressed keen interest in it and decided that 
we would talk about it further. But the 
United States is very interested in that pro- 
posal. Would be interested in being a part 
of it. But at this juncture, we need to know 
a little bit more about the details of it. But 
we gave a positive indication of American 
interest to President Mitterrand. 
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President Mitterrand. 1 have already 
planned a meeting to start the work on the 
15th of January next, and in the meantime 
will, no doubt, have the necessary answers. 

Thank you, and thank you particularly to 
President Bush who proved his friendship 
coming here to St. Martin. And I wish him 
now Godspeed. 


Note: President Bush’s 30th news confer- 
ence began at 3:29 p.m. in the Amiral 
Room at the Hotel L’Habitation de Lonvil- 
liers. President Mitterrand spoke in French, 
and his remarks were translated by an in- 
terpreter. President Bush arrived at Juliana 
International Airport late in the morning. 
Following the arrival ceremony, he met 
with President Mitterrand and U.S. and 
French officials and participated in a work- 
ing luncheon at the hotel. At the conclusion 
of the news conference, President Bush re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 


Message on the Observance of 


Hanukkah 
December 18, 1989 


I am pleased to send my warmest greet- 
ings to the members of the Jewish commu- 
nity as you celebrate Hanukkah. 

The Festival of Lights is based on a his- 
toric event that reveals both the power of 
prayer and the great faith and determina- 
tion of the Jewish people. According to 
Jewish tradition, when the Maccabees over- 
came the Seleucid Empire and prepared to 
rededicate their Holy Temple in Jerusalem, 
they could find only enough purified oil to 
light the sacred Menorah for one night. 
When the small cruse of oil lasted for eight 
nights, the Jewish people knew the AIl- 
mighty had rewarded their faithfulness with 
a miracle. 

Today, we draw a valuable lesson from 
this chapter in Jewish history. Just as one 
cruse of oil was able to lift the darkness for 
eight nights, so, too, can one act of kindness 
brighten the lives of others. Hanukkah 
poignantly reminds us that, with commit- 
ment to a spiritual ideal, our highest goals 
can be realized. 
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In remembering the “miracle of the 
lights,” we celebrate not only the triumph 
of faith but also the undeniable strength of 
man’s yearning for liberty and justice. Ha- 
nukkah recalls the great victory won by the 
Maccabees in their struggle to worship 
freely in their own way. This year, as Jews 
around the world pause to observe this fes- 
tival, all of us can share in the joy of those 
peoples who are just beginning to enjoy 
success in their own struggle for freedom 
and self-determination. 

Barbara and the entire Bush family join 
with me in wishing the Jewish community a 
joyous Hanukkah. 


George Bush 


Message on the Observance of 
Christmas 


December 18, 1989 


During the beautiful and holy season of 
Christmas, our hearts are filled with the 
same wonder, gratitude, and joy that led 
the psalmist of old to ask, “When I consider 
Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which Thou hast or- 
dained; What is man, that Thou art mindful 
of him? And the son of man, that Thou 
visitest him?” At Christmas, we, too, rejoice 
in the mystery of God’s love for us—love 
revealed through the gift of Christ’s birth. 

Born into a family of a young carpenter 
and his wife, in a stable shared by beasts of 
the field, our Savior came to live among 
ordinary men. Yet, in time, the miraculous 
nature of this simple event became clear. 
Christ’s birth changed the course of history, 
bringing the light of hope to a world dwell- 
ing in the darkness of sin and death. 

Today, nearly 2,000 years later, the shin- 
ing promise of that first Christmas contin- 
ues to give our lives a sense of peace and 
purpose. Our words and deeds, when 
guided by the example of Christ’s life, can 
help others share in the joy of man’s Re- 
demption. During Christmas, we may sym- 
bolize this spirit of giving through the ex- 
change of presents, but it is daily acts of 
goodness and generosity—performed time 
and time again throughout the year—that 
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hold the true meaning of this holy season. 
Every kind and selfless deed we perform 
for others can rekindle in our hearts and in 
our communities the light of that first 
Christmas. 

As we gather with family and friends this 
season, let us recall what our Savior’s life 
means to the world. Let us also rededicate 
ourselves to sharing the love that gives 
greater meaning and joy to Christmas and 
to every moment of life. 

Merry Christmas, and God bless you. 


George Bush 


Statement on Signing the Veterans’ 
Benefits Amendments of 1989 


December 18, 1989 


I am pleased today to sign into law H.R. 
901, the “Veterans’ Benefits Amendments 
of 1989.” This bill will increase certain ben- 
efits paid to veterans and make other im- 
provements in veterans’ programs. 

Our Nation provides compensation and 
other monetary benefits to service-disabled 
veterans and dependency and indemnity 
compensation (DIC) benefits to the survi- 
vors of those who died as a result of military 
service to our country. My administration is 
committed to ensuring that these payments 
keep pace with changes in the cost of 
living. 

H.R. 901 provides a 4.7 percent increase 
in compensation and DIC benefits, effective 
December 1, 1989. Nearly 2.2 million vet- 
erans and their dependents and about 
312,000 surviving spouses and children will 
benefit from this increase. They will receive 
the same cost-of-living adjustment that 
social security beneficiaries and veteran 
pensioners are receiving this month. 

This legislation also revises the veterans’ 
housing ioan guaranty program. This pro- 
gram has provided home financing for over 
13 million veterans since the end of World 
War II. The provisions of H.R. 901 are de- 
signed to ensure continued solvency of the 
funding for this most important benefit. 
The bill requires a modest increase in the 
user fee for veterans obtaining home loan 
guarantees, but actually reduces the fee for 
veterans who make a small down payment. 


In most cases, veterans who obtain VA 
home loans in the future will be indemni- 
fied against liability following a foreclosure. 
The bill also makes a number of other im- 
provements in the housing program. 

I am further pleased to endorse the ex- 
tension in H.R. 901 of several valuable vet- 
eran health-care programs. In particular, 
the bill continues two programs in which 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
works in partnership with the States and 
the private sector to provide care to veter- 
ans. It extends the “State Home” program, 
under which VA provides partial funding 
for construction of State-operated facilities 
for the care of veterans. It also extends a 
program under which VA contracts with 
halfway houses for the care of homeless, 
chronically mentally ill veterans. 

This measure also makes numerous im- 
provements affecting the educational bene- 
fits and employment of veterans, the voca- 
tional rehabilitation of service-disabled vet- 
erans, and the educational assistance pro- 
vided to the survivors and dependents of 
persons who died or were permanently and 
totally disabled in the service of our coun- 
try. The bill includes a 7.5 percent increase 
in the allowances payable to both service- 
disabled veterans participating in vocational 
rehabilitation and survivors and dependents 
in education programs. This increase will 
benefit over 70,000 veterans and depend- 
ents. 

For these reasons, I am gratified to ap- 
prove this bill. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 18, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 901, approved December 18, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-237. 


Appointment of Paul F. Oreffice as a 
Member of the Advisory Committee for 
Trade and Policy Negotiations 


December 18, 1989 
The President today announced his inten- 


tion to appoint Paul F. Oreffice as a 
member of the Advisory Committee for 
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Trade Policy and Negotiations for a term of 
2 years. This is a reappointment. 


Mr. Oreffice serves as president and chief 
executive officer of the Dow Chemical Co. 
in Midland, MI. Mr. Oreffice graduated 
from Purdue University (B.S., 1949). He was 
born November 29, 1927, in Venice, Italy. 
Mr. Oreffice is married, has two children, 
and resides in Midland, MI. 


Appointment of Edward C. Aldridge, 
Jr., as a Member of the President’s 
National Security Telecommunications 
Advisory Committee 

December 18, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Edward C. Aldridge, Jr., as a 
member of the President’s National Securi- 
ty Telecommunications Advisory Commit- 
tee. He would succeed John F. McDonnell. 


Mr. Aldridge is currently president of 
McDonald Douglas Electronic Systems Co. 
in McLean, VA. Prior to this he was Secre- 
tary of the Air Force, 1986-1988. Mr. Al- 
dridge was the Under Secretary of the Air 
Force, 1981-1986; vice president of the na- 
tional policy and strategic systems group for 
the System Planning Corp. in Arlington, 
VA, 1977-1981; and Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary of Defense for Strategic Programs, 
1974-1976. 


Mr. Aldridge graduated from Texas A&M 
University (B.S., 1960) and the Georgia In- 
stitute of Technology (M.S., 1961). He was 
born August 18, 1938, in Houston, TX. Mr. 
Aldridge is married, has four children, and 
currently resides in Vienna, VA. 


Statement on Sees the Omnibus 


Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989 
December 19, 1989 


I am today signing into law H.R. 3299, 
the “Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1989.” This bill contains significant deficit- 
reduction measures for fiscal year 1990. 
These measures accomplish substantial sav- 
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ings in mandatory spending programs, in- 
crease receipts in a manner consistent with 
my pledge not to raise new taxes, and 
retain part of the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
across-the-board spending cut, or sequester, 
that was ordered on October 16, 1989. 


The reconciliation legislation this year 
had a long gestation, stretching back to my 
budget proposals in February. In April the 
bipartisan congressional leadership agreed 
with the Administration on deficit-reduction 
goals for a budget resolution and a reconcil- 
iation bill. The resulting Bipartisan Budget 
Agreement called for $14 billion in recon- 
ciled deficit-reduction measures. The budget 
resolution passed in May, but the House 
and Senate failed to reach agreement on a 
bill prior to the sequester deadline. As a 
result, a sequester of fiscal year 1990 
budget authority was ordered on October 
16, in accordance with requirements of the 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act. The across- 
the-board cuts imposed would have disrupt- 
ed some important Federal activities had 
they remained in effect all year. 


Accordingly, on November 2, I chal- 
lenged the Congress to “pass a truly clean 
reconciliation bill that produces real deficit 
reduction—without new taxes, without 
spending measures that increase the deficit 
in the future, and without scoring gim- 
micks.” I said that “any such reconciliation 
bill should achieve at least the $14 billion in 
reconciled deficit reduction agreed to in 
the Bipartisan Budget Agreement.” The bill 
I am approving today is the Congress’s re- 
sponse to my challenge. 

The reduced sequester and the other 
budget savings and receipts enhancements 
in this reconciliation legislation satisfy the 
conditions I set for an acceptable bill. The 
bill reaches the $14 billion deficit-reduction 
target, and it excludes the objectionable ex- 
traneous provisions that encumbered earlier 
versions. Further, the bill contained some 
technical ambiguities, particularly with 
regard to the payment of overvalued Medi- 
care physician services. I appreciate the ef- 
forts of the conferees to clarify the intent of 
the legislation in a joint letter thai was sent 
to Secretary Sullivan, and I sign the bill 
based: on the understandings provided in 
the conferees’ letter. 
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I must note, however, that several provi- 
sions of this reconciliation bill raise constitu- 
tional concerns. 


One section of the bill could be interpret- 
ed to require the Secretary of Education to 
agree with certain representatives of inter- 
est groups prior to formulating a National 
Student Loan Data System. Such a mecha- 
nism would raise serious constitutional ques- 
tions by circumventing the appointment 
procedures established by the Constitution. 
To avoid raising this troubling constitutional 
question, this provision must be interpreted 
as mandating that the Secretary conduct 
full and detailed consultation with repre- 
sentatives of interested and expert private 
groups, but leaving the final decision—as 
the Constitution requires—in the Secre- 
tary’s hands. 


Other troublesome provisions of the bill 
purport to make certain decisions of subor- 
dinate officials in the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) unreviewable, 
thus depriving the Secretary of HHS, and, 
through him, the President, of his constitu- 
tional authority to supervise their actions. 
One such provision, for example, concerns a 
new board within HHS to review geo- 
graphical classifications of certain hospitals 
for Medicare purposes. Provisions of this 
type raise serious constitutional questions. 
Accordingly, the Attorney General and the 
Secretary will consider and propose next 
year such corrective legislation as is neces- 
sary to accomplish the Congress’ legitimate 
objectives in a manner consistent with the 
Constitution. 

Provisions of the bill amending the Na- 
tional Vaccine Injury Compensation Pro- 
gram also raise concerns. These provisions 
would provide for initial adjudications of 
vaccine injury claims by a group of special 
masters appointed and removable by the 
United States Claims Court. Although I un- 
derstand and strongly sympathize with the 
desire of the Congress to ensure speedy and 
equitable settlement of meritorious claims, 
such dispute resolution must take place 
within the structure of responsible Govern- 
ment established by our Constitution. 


The bill’s imposition of an “arbitrary and 
capricious” standard for review of special 
master decisions by Claims Court judges 
could raise constitutional questions by vest- 


ing significant authority pursuant to the 
laws of the United States in persons whose 
appointment and removal are inconsistent 
with the requirements of Article II of the 
Constitution, and by circumscribing the 
ability of Article I and Article III judges to 
review the decisions of these persons. Ac- 
cordingly, to place this issue beyond doubt, 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
HHS will work together to submit legisla- 
tion that would ensure de novo review of 
decisions rendered by the special masters. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 19, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 3299, approved December 19, 
was assigned Public Law No. 101-239. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Romania’s Suppression of Political 
Demonstrations 


December 19, 1989 


The United States condemns the brutal 
use of police force by the Romanian Gov- 
ernment against protestors in Timisoara and 
other cities. According to various reports, 
dozens and perhaps hundreds were killed 
by Romanian security forces. The Romanian 
Government has sealed Romanian’s borders 
and imposed a blackout of news and infor- 
mation. 


The demonstrations in Timisoara and 
elsewhere were a result of the systematic 
denial of human rights to the people of Ro- 
mania, particularly to members of the Hun- 
garian minority. The repressive measures 
undertaken by the Romanian Government 
are totally unjustified and stand in stark 
contrast to the positive changes taking 
place elsewhere in Eastern Europe. 

The United States calls upon the Govern- 
ment of Romania to cease this brutal re- 
pression, open its borders, and respect the 
human rights commitments of the Helsinki 
Final Act. We further call on Romania to 
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permit international observers to visit Ti- 
misoara and other cities where violence has 
been reported. 


Note: The statement was read by Press Sec- 
retary Fitzwater during his daily press 
briefing, which began at 11:04 a.m. It was 
extracted from the transcript of his re- 
marks. 


Appointment of Katharine D. Dukakis 
as a Member of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council 


December 19, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Katharine D. Dukakis to be 
a member of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council for the remainder of the 
term expiring January 15, 1991. She would 
succeed Milton Himmelfarb. 

Mrs. Dukakis has served on the Presi- 
dent’s Commission on the Holocaust; on the 
board of directors of the Refugee Policy 
Group in Washington, DC; and as a 
member of the Task Force on Cambodian 
Children. 

Mrs. Dukakis graduated from Lesley Col- 
lege (B.A., 1963) and Boston University 
School of Communication (M.A., 1982). She 
was born December 26, 1936, in Cam- 
bridge, MA. Mrs. Dukakis is married to 
Gov. Michael Dukakis, has three children, 
and resides in Brookline, MA. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on the 
Licensing of Communications Satellites 
for China 


December 19, 1989 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 610 of the Departments of Com- 
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations A<t, 1990 
(P.L. 101-162) (“the Act”), and as President 
of the United States, I hereby report that it 
is in the national interest of the United 
States to lift the prohibition on reinstate- 
ment and approval of export licenses for 
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the three United States-built AUSSAT and 
AsiaSat satellites for launch on Chinese-built 
launch vehicles. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Licensing of Communications 
Satellites for China 


December 19, 1989 


The President today reported to the Con- 
gress that it is in the national interest of the 
United States to authorize licensing for 
three U.S.-built AUSSAT and AsiaSat satel- 
lites for launch on Chinese-built launch ve- 
hicles. 

The Prime Minister of Australia has urged 
the President to take this action, emphasiz- 
ing both the importance for Australia of tae 
AUSSAT program to develop telecommuni- 
cations and broadcasting services in Austra- 
lia on a national basis and its consistency 
with Australia’s own measures regarding 
China. Australia is a good friend and an 
important ally of the United States, and the 
timing of the licenses is critical to the suc- 
cess of the program. AsiaSat is to provide 
similar and badly needed telecommunica- 
tions services to several friendly countries 
in Asia. 

The sale of the three satellites represents 
approximately $300 million worth of busi- 
ness for U.S. firms. The satellites are civilian 
communications satellites, to be controlled 
after launch by companies based in Austra- 
lia and Hong Kong. This action is therefore 
consistent with the President’s expressed 
determination, in imposing sanctions last 
June, to maintain commercial relations with 
China. 


Note: Background information outlining 
the justification for the President’s decision 
was attached to this press release. 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Dec. 19 


Statement on Signing the International 
Development and Finance Act of 1989 


December 19, 1989 


I have today signed H.R. 2494, the 
“International Development and Finance 
Act of 1989.” Although I am glad that the 
Act will provide necessary funding to meet 
important international needs, I believe 
that several provisions warrant careful con- 
struction to avoid constitutional concerns. 
For example, several sections could be read 
to restrict executive authority to determine 
the position of the United States at various 
multilateral development banks. Other sec- 
tions also need to be carefully construed to 
avoid constraints on my ability to supervise 
my subordinates and communicate with 
international organizations. 

In addition, section 201 of the Act re- 
quires that the Secretary of the Treasury 
certify that the Comptroller General has 
access to documents of the Inter-American 
Development Bank under the same terms 
and under the same conditions as such doc- 
uments are made available to the United 
States Executive Director of the Bank. I un- 
derstand that the provision does not apply 
to executive branch documents, including 
documents produced by the United States 
Executive Director. I intend, of course, to 
construe any constitutionally doubtful provi- 
sions in accordance with the requirements 
of the Constitution. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 19, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 2494, signed December 19, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-240. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Signing of the 
International Development and 
Finance Act of 1989 


December 19, 1989 


Today, in signing the International Devel- 
opment and Finance Act of 1989, H.R. 
2494, the President decided to exercise pro- 
visions provided for in the bill which would 


waive prohibitions on the Export-Import 
Bank’s financing of U.S. business activities 
with the People’s Republic of China. 

The President waived the prohibitions on 
the grounds of national interest. This does 
not return the Export-Import Bank’s activi- 
ty to business as usual with China. Since 
June, Ex-Im has limited itself to providing 
preliminary financing commitments where 
project decisions are imminent. This re- 
duced level of activity closely approximates 
that of our competitors. The waiver, by 
maintaining the status quo, preserves a 
level playing field for U.S. business. Addi- 
tional business activity with China will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis as part of 
a continuing review process. 


Note: H.R. 2494, signed December 19, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-240. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on the 
Termination of Restrictions on Trade 
With China 


December 19, 1989 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
subsection 103(c\2) of the International De- 
velopment and Finance Act of 1989 (“the 
Act’), and as President of the United States, 
I hereby report that it is in the national 
interest of the United States to terminate 
the suspensions under subsection 103(a) of 
the Act of programs of the Export-Import 
Bank of the United States for the People’s 
Republic of China. I am thereby waiving 
the prohibitions on the Export-Import 
Bank’s financing any trade with, and on ex- 
tending any loan, credit, credit guarantee, 
insurance or reinsurance to the People’s Re- 
public of China as provided in subsection 
103(a). 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 
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Address to the Nation Announcing 
United States Military Action in 
Panama 


December 20, 1989 


My fellow citizens, last night I ordered 
U.S. military forces to Panama. No Presi- 
dent takes such action lightly. This morn- 
ing, I want to tell you what I did and why I 
did it. 

For nearly 2 years, the United States, na- 
tions of Latin America and the Caribbean 
have worked together to resolve the crisis 
in Panama. The goals of the United States 
have been to safeguard the lives of Ameri- 
cans, to defend democracy in Panama, to 
combat drug trafficking, and to protect the 
integrity of the Panama Canal treaty. Many 
attempts have been made to resolve this 
crisis through diplomacy and negotiations. 
All were rejected by the dictator of 
Panama, General Manuel Noriega, an in- 
dicted drug trafficker. 

Last Friday, Noriega declared his military 
dictatorship to be in a state of war with the 
United States and publicly threatened the 
lives of Americans in Panama. The very 
next day, forces under his command shot 
and killed an unarmed American service- 
man; wounded another; arrested and brutal- 
ly beat a third American serviceman; and 
then brutally interrogated his wife, threat- 
ening her with sexual abuse. That was 
enough. 

General Noriega’s reckless threats and at- 
tacks upon Americans in Panama created 
an imminent danger to the 35,000 Ameri- 
can citizens in Panama. As President, I have 
no higher obligation than to safeguard the 
lives of American citizens. And that is why I 
directed our Armed Forces to protect the 
lives of American citizens in Panama and to 
bring General Noriega to justice in the 
United States. I contacted the bipartisan 
leadership of Congress last night and in- 
formed them of this decision, and after 
taking this action, I also talked with leaders 
in Latin America, the Caribbean, and those 
of other U.S. allies. 

At this moment, U.S. forces, including 
forces deployed from the United States last 
night, are engaged in action in Panama. 
The United States intends to withdraw the 
forces newly deployed to Panama as quickly 
as possible. Our forces have conducted 
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themselves courageously and selflessly. And 
as Commander in Chief, I salute every one 
of them and thank them on behalf of our 
country. 

Tragically, some Americans have lost 
their lives in defense of their fellow citi- 
zens, in defense of democracy. And my 
heart goes out to their families. We also 
regret and mourn the loss of innocent Pana- 
manians. 

The brave Panamanians elected by the 
people of Panama in the elections last May, 
President Guillermo Endara and Vice Presi- 
dents Calderon and Ford, have assumed the 
rightful leadership of their country. You re- 
member those horrible pictures of newly 
elected Vice President Ford, covered head 
to toe with blood, beaten mercilessly by so- 
called “dignity battalions.” Well, the United 
States today recognizes the democratically 
elected government of President Endara. I 
will send our Ambassador back to Panama 
immediately. 

Key military objectives have been 
achieved. Most organized resistance has 
been eliminated. But the operation is not 
over yet. General Noriega is in hiding. And 
nevertheless, yesterday a dictator ruled 
Panama, and today constitutionally elected 
leaders govern. 

I have today directed the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Secretary of State to lift 
the economic sanctions with respect to the 
democratically elected government of 
Panama and, in cooperation with that gov- 
ernment, to take steps to effect an orderly 
unblocking of Panamanian Government 
assets in the United States. I’m fully com- 
mitted to implement the Panama Canal 
treaties and turn over the Canal to Panama 
in the year 2000. The actions we have 
taken and the cooperation of a new, demo- 
cratic government in Panama will permit us 
to honor these commitments. As soon as the 
new government recommends a qualified 
candidate, Panamanian, to be Administrator 
of the Canal, as called for in the treaties, I 
will submit this nominee to the Senate for 
expedited consideration. 

I am committed to strengthening our re- 
lationship with the democratic nations in 
this hemisphere. I will continue to seek so- 
lutions to the problems of this region 
through dialog and multilateral diplomacy. I 
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took this action only after reaching the con- 
clusion that every other avenue was closed 
and the lives of American citizens were in 
grave danger. I hope that the people of 
Panama will put this dark chapter of dicta- 
torship behind them and move forward to- 
gether as citizens of a democratic Panama 
with this government that they themselves 
have elected. 

The United States is eager to work with 
the Panamanian people in partnership and 
friendship to rebuild their economy. The 
Panamanian people want democracy, 
peace, and the chance for a better life in 
dignity and freedom. The people of the 
United States seek only to support them in 
pursuit of these noble goals. Thank you 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:20 a.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
address was broadcast live on nationwide 
radio and television. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on United States Military Action in 
Panama 


December 20, 1989 


President Bush met with his national se- 
curity advisers Sunday afternoon at 2:30 
p.m. in the Residence to consider the situa- 
tion in Panama. They met for approximate- 
ly 90 minutes. President Bush asked for op- 
tions and an action plan to achieve four 
objectives: protect American lives, support 
democracy, bring the fugitive Manuel Nor- 
iega to justice, and protect the integrity of 
the Panama Canal treaties. 

On Monday, the President maintained his 
normal schedule of activities. Plans were 
being made at all levels of the command 
structure for the operation scheduled to 
commence at 1 o’clock Wednesday morn- 
ing. 

On Tuesday afternoon, President Bush 
met with the Vice President and his nation- 
al security advisers in the Oval Office at 
about 3 o’clock to discuss final plans for the 
military operation in Panama. The Presi- 
dent was briefed on the readiness of all as- 
pects of the plan. General Scowcroft, the 
President’s national security adviser, laid 


out an hour-by-hour plan for the rest of the 
day and evening prior to the time of 
launch. That plan included activities of all 
the Departments and Agencies and all 
White House staff in the carrying out of this 
complex arrangement. The President was 
satisfied the planning was comprehensive. 

The President continued to conduct his 
normal schedule, including attending the 
White House Christmas Party Tuesday 
evening. The President received updates on 
the status of preparations throughout the 
evening. General Scowcroft and Governor 
Sununu [Chief of Staff to the President] vis- 
ited with the President at several points. 
Early evening, the President called the con- 
gressional leadership to discuss the action 
with them. 

The Deputies Committee of the National 
Security Council was convened at midnight 
to begin monitoring the operational aspects 
of the Panama action. They were convened 
by National Security Council Deputy Direc- 
tor Robert Gates and continued to meet 
throughout the night and most of the day 
Wednesday. The Press Office staff was 
alerted to prepare for an early morning 
briefing shortly after 1 a.m., and the White 
House press corps was notified accordingly. 
In addition, the Pentagon pool had been 
activated earlier in the evening to accompa- 
ny U.S. forces to Panama. 

President Bush arrived in the Oval Office 
shortly before 1 am. to monitor the 
progress throughout the night. He was 
wearing a dark blue sweater over his shirt 
and tie. The mood was businesslike, as vari- 
ous members of the President’s security 
team moved in and out of the Oval Office 
with reports of progress. 

As we outlined in Wednesday morning’s 
briefing, the President spent most of the 
night calling American leaders and Mem- 
bers of Congress. Vice President Quayle, 
Secretary Baker, Governor Sununu, and na- 
tional security adviser Scowcroft spent most 
of the evening with the President in his 
private study, occasionally stepping out to 
make phone calls to various leaders around 
the world. Secretary Cheney, General 


Powell, Director Webster, Attorney General 


Thornburgh, and others carried out their 
respective functions at their appropriate 
control center. 
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The President was somber throughout 
the night, worried about the possibility of 
casualties and anxious for any word of spe- 
cific military progress. He watched the 
White House announcement of the military 
action on the television in his study. He 
made notes on 5X7 blue Presidential note- 
pads as he talked to various leaders. He 
reported to aides that the phone calls were 
going well, mostly supportive. Everyone the 
President called was appreciative of his 
making the effort on this early notification. 

The President retired to the Residence at 
approximately 4 o’clock in the morning, 
when it was decided that he would address 
the American people at 7 a.m. The Presi- 
dent returned to the Oval Office at approxi- 
mately 6:30 a.m. to review his remarks and 
make editorial changes. Because of the time 
involved, the President was not able to use 
the teleprompter normally associated with 
the Presidential statement. The President 
read from the typewritten print, making 
notations in the margin only minutes before 
air time. 

After delivering his address to the Nation, 
the President remained in the Oval Office 
for the rest of the day, meeting with diplo- 
matic representatives. All other events pre- 
viously scheduled for the day were can- 
celed, with the exception of the presenta- 
tion of diplomatic credentials, so that the 
President could concentrate on the action 
in Panama. He continues to receive military 
updates from General Scowcroft, General 
Powell, Secretary Cheney, and others. Vice 
President Quayle spent a good deal of time 
with the President during the day discuss- 
ing the progress of the operation. The Presi- 
dent received a series of reports on the suc- 
cess of the military in securing various ob- 
jectives of the preplanned mission. 

At approximately 3 p.m., the President 
met with his national security advisers to 
receive an operational update, which we 
commented upon in a previous press state- 
ment. The President’s operational briefing 
was similar to the one given to the press at 
5 o'clock this afternoon by General Kelly 
[Director of Operations, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff] in the Pentagon. 

This evening the President will again 
attend the Christmas Party and then retire 
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to the Residence. He is pleased by the mili- 
tary precision and smoothness of the oper- 
ation. The President has been told by mili- 
tary leaders that this has been one of the 
most effective and efficiently conducted op- 
erations in some time. The President will 
continue to receive monitored reports 
throughout the evening on the status of the 
Panamanian situation. 

The President’s national security advisers 
who met with him at various times during 
the last 3 days included Vice President 
Quayle; Secretary of State Baker; Secretary 
of Defense Cheney; Director of Central In- 
telligence Bill Webster; General Colin 
Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff; General Brent Scowcroft, the Presi- 
dent’s National Security Council adviser; 
Robert Gates, deputy national security ad- 
viser; and Richard Thornburgh, Attorney 
General of the United States. 


Memorandum Directing the 
Apprehension of General Manuel 
Noriega and Others in Panama Indicted 
in the United States for Drug-Related 
Offenses 


December 20, 1989 


Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense 
Subject: Panama 


In the course of carrying out the military 
operation in Panama which I have directed, 
I hereby direct and authorize the units and 
members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States to apprehend General Manuel 
Noriega and any other persons in Panama 
currently under indictment in the United 
States for drug-related offenses. I further 
direct that any persons apprehended pursu- 
ant to this directive are to be turned over 
to civil law enforcement officials of the 
United States as soon as practicable. I also 
authorize and direct members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States to 
detain and arrest any persons apprehended 
pursuant to this directive if, in their judg- 
ment, such action is necessary. 

George Bush 
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Memorandum Directing the Lifting of 
Economic Sanctions on Panama 


December 20, 1989 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of the Treasury 


Subject: Panama 


The democratically elected government 
is now in place in Panama. With respect to 
that government, I hereby direct you to lift 
the economic sanctions imposed by Execu- 
tive Order No. 12635. Therefore, payments 
from the United States and payments by 
U.S. persons in Panama to that government 
are not prohibited. You are directed to take 
steps to ensure that the prohibitions will 
not be applied to that government of 
Panama and in cooperation with that gov- 
ernment to effect an orderly unblocking of 
Panamanian government assets in the 
United States. 


George Bush 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on United States Military Action in 
Panama 


December 20, 1989 


President Bush met with the Vice Presi- 
dent and his NSC [National Security Coun- 
cil] advisers this afternoon from 3:15 p.m. to 
4:15 p.m. to receive an operational update 
on the situation in Panama. All operational 
details will be made public by the Pentagon 
in the course of their briefings. 

The President is pleased with the military 
progress so far. Major military objectives 
have been met. The operations have been 
smooth. Communications at all levels of the 
command structure have been very effec- 
tive. The operation is moving according to 
plan. The Endara government is beginning 
to take shape. All aspects of the operation 
are ongoing. 

The President is saddened by the casual- 
ties. The Department of Defense will re- 
lease specific casualty numbers. The Presi- 
dent will continue to monitor the situation 
from the Oval Office. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on United States Military Action in 
Panama 


December 21, 1989 


Good progress continues to be made on 
the ground in Panama. Three major objec- 
tives were achieved last night by USS. 
forces: the Marriott was secured with mini- 
mal resistance, Radio Nacional was taken off 
the air, and the legislative building was se- 
cured. General Noriega remains at large 
and U.S. military operations are targeted at 
locating him. 

Latest casualty figures show 18 U.S. mili- 
tary killed in action, 117 wounded, and 1 
missing. One U.S. civilian dependent was 
also killed. Over 100 of the U.S. servicemen 
who were wounded have been returned to 
the United States for treatment at Kelly Air 
Force Base in San Antonio, TX. 

Ambassador Davis, the U.S. Ambassador, 
has returned to Panama last night. There 
are reports of scattered weapons firing 
around the vicinity of the U.S. Embassy, but 
the Embassy has sustained no new damage 
beyond that which was reported yesterday. 
All U.S. Embassy personnel are reported 
safe. 

As we said yesterday, organized resist- 
ance to U.S. forces appears to have ended. 
There continue to be roving bands of indi- 
viduals conducting looting. We are endeav- 
oring to help bring the situation under con- 
trol. General Powell announced yesterday 
that 2,500 military police are arriving in 
Panama to help with police activities. We 
have received reports of a number of 
Americans held against their will, but those 
reports are unclear. Needless to say, we are 
following up with our military on all such 
reports. 

The freely elected government of 
Panama, under President Endara and Vice 
Presidents Calderon and Ford, is moving to 
establish itself. They have named their Am- 
bassadors to the U.N. and the OAS. They 
are Lawrence Chewning Fabrega to the 
OAS and Eduardo Vallarino to the United 
Nations. I’m told that there may be a press 
conference this morning by President 
Endara, but I’d ask you to double-check 
that. 

The Endara government is in the process 
of setting up operations which will enable 
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them to utilize the $400 million in funds 
available under the lifting of the sanctions. 
President Bush is pleased by the effective 
conduct of the military operation and, most 
significantly, by the efforts of the new 
democratically elected government to 
begin taking charge of the country. 

President Bush spoke with President 
Endara yesterday to encourage his efforts 
and to offer our support. President Endara 
had called the President to thank him for 
prompt recognition of his government. He 
reported that the former opposition parties 
were united behind his Presidency. Presi- 
dent Endara discussed some preliminary 
plans to return to full freedoms, such as 
restoration of a free press. President Endara 
spoke of the need for medical supplies, and 
President Bush agreed to provide supplies 
just as soon as specific needs can be identi- 
fied. 

Vice President Quayle called Vice Presi- 
dent Calderon and Vice President Ford yes- 
terday to reemphasize United States sup- 
port. Vice President Quayle said he looked 
forward to seeing a free and independent 
Panama. 


Note: The statement was read by Press Sec- 
retary Fitzwater during his daily press 
briefing, which began at 10:04 a.m. 


Remarks to Members of the Jewish 
Community on the Observance of 
Hanukkah 


December 21, 1989 


The President. Thank you very much, all 
of you. I particularly want to single out 
Rabbi Zaiman. From now on in the White 
House, we’ll be thinking in terms of a thou- 
sand and nine points of light over here. I’m 
sorry Barbara is not here. She started to 
walk over here, and then there was this 
catastrophic ice skating accident in which 
one of our grandchildren bit the dust and is 
now getting a stitch in his lip. So, life goes 
on, and she is very sorry not to be here. 

We’re grateful to Rabbi Zaiman and the 
Synagogue Council of America for the gift 
of this menorah. And Dan Quayle and I 
talked about it, and I assure you that it will 
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stand proudly here, as it stands around the 
world, as a powerful symbol of faith and 
freedom. This menorah, tnis ancient vessel 
of light, is an eloquent statement of the 
Jewish people’s struggle in history’s first re- 
corded battle for religious freedom. It 
shines with courage and with constancy, 
with conscience and with strength in the 
centuries-long struggle for religious toler- 
ance. 

Hanukkah, I’ve learned, has always been 
an observance of optimism, a holiday of 
hope and steadfastness. And it comes in the 
darkest time of year as a hopeful beacon in 
a long and moonless night. Just as each new 
candle adds to the menorah’s light, each 
year brings new meaning in Hanukkah’s ob- 
servance. And just as Masada symbolizes re- 
sistance against great odds, and strength in 
adversity, it is faith that provides mankind’s 
most enduring refuge. Tomorrow, as can- 
dles are lit around the world, their light will 
affirm that faith. And this year, the Feast of 
Light may shine more brightly than ever 
before. In the midst of great and wondrous 
changes in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union, we can see new hopes, new opportu- 
nities for freedom, and new reason to have 
hope worldwide. 

As you know, I met recently with Chair- 
man Gorbachev. And I presented him with 
the names of 20 refuseniks that deserve 
freedom. The first one on that list was 
Vladimir Raiz. His wife, Karmella—some- 
where with us today. Karmella, will you 
stand up? [Applause] Let me assure you, 
we'll do all in our power to free your hus- 
band and those like him. And if I ever slip, 
if I ever look like I don’t remember fully, 
the man sitting next to you, [Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development] Jack 
Kemp, who has been in the forefront of the 
fight for Soviet Jewry and the fight to re- 
lease refuseniks, he’ll be all over our case. 
So, we'll get the job done. 

For the sake of the children who are with 
us today, from countries that still deny free- 
dom of faith, we will strive for the religious 
freedom their parents have never known. 
Even kids who grow up here in America 
face problems because of faith—their own 
faith. But here, those problems have an- 
swers. 
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When a local temple here was desecrated 
by two high school students, ministers and 
the surrounding community came together 
in support of the congregation and their 
rabbi, Laszlo Berkowits, who’s with us 
today, too. Where is Laszlo? Right there. 
Welcome, sir. And kids at the high school— 
all faiths, all faiths—banded together, plant- 
ing a dogwood tree at the temple to sym- 
bolize growth, renewal, and friendship. 

And when Rabbi Berkowits went to the 
school and powerfully described his experi- 
ences in concentration camps, including 
Auschwitz, all eyes were upon him. Some— 
we all know that feeling—some filled with 
tears. But no heart was untouched. The 
rabbi’s survival of the Holocaust had only 
affirmed and strengthened his commitment 
to religious tolerance, religious freedom, 
and respect for diversity. 

Just as the Temple of Jerusalem was re- 
dedicated on Hanukkah, so are we rededi- 
cated to freedom of faith around the world. 
We will keep the light of hope burning, 
always before our eyes. And so, “The light 
of a candle,” wrote Bahya Ben Asher, “is 
useful when it precedes you. It is useless 
when it trails behind.” And so must look 
forward to a day when no nation interferes 
with the faith of any of its people. 

Thank you all very much for coming to 
the White House today, and allow me to 
wish you all a very Happy Hanukkah and a 
great and prosperous 1990. Isn’t it exciting 
as we look down the road into the 1990’s at 
the end of this year of change, 1989. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:29 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Rabbi Joel Zaiman, president of 
the Synagogue Council of America. 


The President’s News Conference 
December 21, 1989 


U.S. Military Action in Panama 


The President. I have a brief statement to 
be followed by a brief press conference— 


because I have a pain in the neck—serious- 
ly. [Laughter] 

Q. Why? 

The President. \s that your first question? 

Q. No. [Laughter] 

The President. Our efforts to support the 
democratic processes in Panama and to 
ensure continued safety of American citi- 
zens is now moving into its second day. I’m 
gratified by the precision and the effective- 
ness of the military forces in achieving their 
objectives. I’m pleased that the Endara gov- 
ernment is taking charge. And they’ve 
made several appointments today—starting 
to govern the country. 

The young men and women involved in 
the exercise have demonstrated the highest 
standards of courage and excellence in de- 
fending America’s interests and protecting 
American life. They have been outstanding. 

In carrying out the mission of our nation, 
there has been, and they have sustained, a 
tragic loss of life. Military casualties are a 
burden which a nation must endure and all 
Presidents have to face up to, but which we 
can never accept. Maybe it’s just this time 
of year, but I don’t think so. Put it this way: 
Particularly at this time of year, my heart 
goes out to the families of those who have 
died in Panama, those who have been 
wounded. 

This operation is not over, but it’s pretty 
well wrapped up. We’ve moved aggressive- 
ly to neutralize the PDF [Panamanian De- 
fense Forces], to provide a stable environ- 
ment for the freely elected Endara govern- 
ment. And I mentioned that it helps to 
ensure the integrity of the Panama Canal 
and to create an environment that is safe 
for American citizens. 

General Noriega is no longer in power. 
He no longer commands the instruments of 
government or the forces of repression that 
he’s used for so long to brutalize the Pana- 
manian people. And we’re continuing the 
efforts to apprehend him, see that he’s 
brought to justice. 

I appreciate the support that we’ve re- 
ceived—strong support—from the United 
States Congress, from our Latin American 
neighbors, from our allies, from the Ameri- 
can people. And it’s always difficult to order 
forces into battle, but that difficulty is miti- 


1979 





Dec. 21 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


gated by the moral and personal support 
that is granted by our friends and allies. 

You’ve received detailed briefings from 
the Pentagon on the logistical aspects, and I 
might say that I think [Secretary of De- 
fense] Dick Cheney and [Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff] Colin Powell—and ably 
assisted by others—have done an outstand- 
ing job of keeping the American people in- 
formed. 

I wanted you to know that as we move 
into the days ahead, we will continue to 
support the Endara government, to help es- 
tablish stability in the country, to allow 
those desires for freedom and democracy to 
flourish. 

And I'll be glad to take some questions. 

Q. Mr. President, one of your major ob- 
jectives was to get Noriega. Are you frus- 
trated that he got away? How long will you 
keep on chasing him? And are you confi- 
dent that you'll get him? 

The President. I’ve been frustrated that 
he’s been in power this long—extraordinari- 
ly frustrated. The good news: He’s out of 
power. The bad news: He has not yet been 
brought to justice. So, I’d have to say, Terry 
[Terence Hunt, Associated Press], there is a 
certain level of frustration on that account. 
The good news, though, is that the govern- 
ment’s beginning to function and the man 
controls no forces and he’s out. But, yes, I 
won't be satisfied until we see him come to 
justice. 

Q. How long will you keep up this full- 
scale pursuit? 

The President. As long as it takes. 

Q. Mr. President, you did mention the 
casualties. Did you expect them to be so 
high on both sides? I mean—— 

The President. We had some very—— 

Q. ——and also, is it really worth it to 
send people to their death for this, to get 
Noriega? 

The President. We had some estimates, 
Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter- 
national], on the casualties ahead of time, 
but not in numbers. I mean, it was more 
general: Look, Mr. President, no way can 
you do an operation this large and not have 
American casualties. So, the Defense De- 
partment was very up front with us about 
that, and every human life is precious. And 
yet I have to answer: Yes, it has been worth 
it. 
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Q. Mr. President, a few months ago you 
said your complaint was not with the PDF, 
not with the Panamanian people, but with 
Noriega only. You also said only a month 
ago that you didn’t think it would be pru- 
dent to launch a large-scale military oper- 
ation. What changed your mind? And par- 
ticularly, why did you opt for the maximum 
use of force in this situation? 

The President. 1 think what changed my 
mind was the events that I cited in briefing 
the American people on this yesterday: the 
death of the marine; the brutalizing, really 
obscene torture of the Navy lieutenant; and 
the threat of sexual abuse and the terror 
inflicted on that Navy lieutenant’s wife; the 
declaration of war by Noriega; the fact that 
our people down there felt that they didn’t 
know where this was going—they weren’t 
sure what all that meant and whether that 
meant we could guarantee the safety of 
Americans there. And so, I made a decision 
to move and to move with enough force— 
this was a recommendation of the Penta- 
gon—to be sure that we minimize the loss 
of life on both sides and that we took out 
the PDF—which we did—took it out 
promptly. 

And so, I would like to think that what I 
said some time ago still stands. I’m not sure 
what’s left on the ground in terms of 
people. But what David Hoffman [Washing- 
ton Post] is referring to is that I said our 
argument was not with the PDF but with 
Noriega. And if they would get rid of him 
and recognize a democratically elected gov- 
ernment, we could go back to more normal- 
ized relations. We’ve done that, but we 
have to see who emerges in the PDF. But I 
would like to repeat here that we have no 
continuing axe to grind with the institution 
of the PDF. Endara’s going to need loyal 
troops who recognize the constitution and 
the fairness and the legitimacy of his elec- 
tion. 

Q. Mr. President, in light of what you’ve 
said about the Endara government getting 
started—the need for stability, the need for 
some kind of police action down there—we 
really are in a kind of open-ended military 
occupation there, aren’t we, sir? 

The President. Well, I wouldn’t say it’s 
open-ended, except it’s open-ended as far as 
going after Noriega; open-ended in terms of 
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the restoration of order in Panama, cleaning 
up a few ragtag elements of this so-called 
“dignity battalion.” You ever talk about a 
misnomer, that’s it: “dignity battalion”’— 
going after them. PDF units have been 
rolled up, but we will keep the number of 
forces as necessary there until our military 
are satisfied and recommend to the Presi- 
dent that they be withdrawn. I want them 
out of there as soon as possible. 

Q. Mr. President, just to follow up, if I 
could, sir. In the planning of this operation, 
surely you must have recognized that these 
actions would be needed and some force 
would have to be on the ground there for a 
while. What estimate did you have as you 
undertook this operation as to how long it 
would take? 

The President. Brit [Brit Hume, ABC 
News], no number-of-day estimate was 
given to me. I think everyone recognized 
some of that would depend on when Nor- 
iega was brought to justice, some of that 
depended on how a restructured PDF be- 
haved. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you know 
about Americans held against their will? 
And what are you doing now to free them? 

The President. 'm looking for help on 
that because we don’t have a count. And if 
there are a lot of them, we don’t know 
about it. But I just had a briefing—I don’t 
know whether Cheney is still here. 

Q. The Pentagon said, sir, there were 12 
open cases. 

The President. Well, I'll tell you, that in- 
cluded, probably, those Smithsonian people 
who have now been released. And I think 
there may have been 9 or 10 of those. But I 
just have to get Marlin to get back to you. 

Q. Well, does that indicate that that’s not 
a priority in the reporting to you that 
people are held against their will? 

The President. No, it indicates to me that 
it’s very hard to know what’s going on 
when there’s a firefight and a battle be- 
cause we heard all kinds of rumors. We had 
calls from your network, your chairman of 
the board, urging us to go in and take the— 
[laughter]. No, he did. And I understand it. 
He had a producer that he felt was held. 
We've gone there; that place is secure, I’m 
told. But I don’t know that we can tell him 
this minute about the life of that individual. 
But we will keep on going until we can tell 


him about the life of that individual. 
There’s been an awful lot of interest in the 
Marriott Hotel, but I’m very pleased to say 
that it’s secure. And we’ve had heads of 
corporations, we’ve had news organizations 
other than his, concerned about their 
people. And we must be as responsive as 
we can. 

Q. We're hearing that American troops 
have surrounded the Cuban and Nicara- 
guan Embassies in Panama City and that in 
Managua the Nicaraguans have retaliated 
by surrounding our Embassy there with 
their own tanks. Are you hearing the same 
thing? And what message—— 

The President. We were told that is not 
true. 

Q. That is not true? 

The President. Yeah. As of the briefing I 
just had. 

Q. Mr. President, you’ve referred to the 
elected government of Mr. Endara. As you 
know, there was never an accurate final 
count that confirmed that, even though 
most polls suggested he had probably won 
by a 3-to-1 margin. In talking with him, or 
in the future, have you encouraged or 
would you encourage him to seek again 
elections that would verify that he, indeed, 
or whoever, would be a legally elected 
President? 

The President. 1 would encourage as 
much as their constitution calls for. But the 
election of Endara was, as you point out, so 
overwhelming, the vote count so high, that 
I don’t think anybody can suggest some- 
body else might well have won that elec- 
tion. 

Q. But, Mr. President, what I pointed out 
was that it was never final and it was never 
verified. It was stolen, as you point out. 

The President. Well, because it was abort- 
ed by this dictator Noriega—Maximum 
Leader, so decreed 3 days ago. But he was 
acting like Maximum Leader before that— 
thwarting, frustrating the will of the Pana- 
manian people. So, I think the international 
community that oversaw those elections, in- 
cluding a former President of the United 
States, felt that it went pretty well. 

Q. If I could go back to the question of 
hostages, aides say that you anticipated Nor- 
iega might escape the initial assault, and so, 
there were plans to go after him. Where 
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are your priorities, sirP In getting Manuel 
Noriega or in dealing with the Americans 
who might be held? Because if you get Nor- 
iega, the Americans may still be held. 

The President. And if we get Noriega— 
pretty much likelihood they'll be released 
unless somebody wants to use a held Ameri- 
can as a ticket to get out of town. So, we’re 
doing both. We are concentrating every 
way we possibly can to find Noriega. And 
that is not drawing down—here’s my 
answer—it is not drawing down on the 
assets that we have available to safeguard 
the lives of Americans. They’re not mutual- 
ly exclusive. 

Q. Sir, why is it that tens of thousands of 
American fighting men, and with all of our 
intelligence, were still unable to snatch one 
bad guy from Panama? 

The President. Because intelligence is im- 
perfect, Ellen [Ellen Warren, Knight 
Ridder]. 

Q. And, sir, did we make an effort—— 

The President. It’s good. Sometimes it’s 
counting numbers—very sure. The inten- 
tion of a person to be someplace or move— 
very difficult. But it’s still sophisticated. ’'m 
convinced we’ve got the best. But that’s 
why it is imperfect. 

Q. A followup, sir. Have you made an 
effort prior to the invasion to go down and 
capture General Noriega? 

The President. Have I? No, I’ve been 
right here on the job. And I—{laughter}—_ 

Q. Has the administration, sir? Had 
Americans made an effort to do so? 

The President. Was there some operation, 
you mean? Not that I know of. 

Q. What led you to approve of the deci- 
sion to have a bounty on Noriega? And is 
this the type of thing that we will be doing 
in the future? 

The President. His picture will be in 
every post office in town. That’s the way it 
works. He’s a fugitive drug dealer, and we 
want to see him brought to justice. And if 
that helps, if there’s some incentive for 
some Panamanian to turn him in, that’s a 
million bucks that I would be very happy to 
sign the check for. 

Q. I was going to ask you about Panama 
and the Panamanians who have suffered 
mightily as a result of all this, not only be- 
cause of the sanctions that we’ve imposed 
for a long time but the military actions, the 
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homes destroyed, the lives lost, and so forth. 
Are you willing to make, now, a major com- 
mitment in terms of aid to Panama to help 
rebuild what has been destroyed down 
there? 

The President. Yes, I'm willing to help 
the Panamanian people. We’ve already or- 
dered the lifting of sanctions. I’m convinced 
that as we open up economic channels 
they'll do much better. The standard of 
living will increase for all as we go forward 
with investment. We have permitted now 
the reflagging—or, put it this way—don’t 
have to unflag. There are Panamanian ves- 
sels, and there are other things that we can 
do. We’ve released escrowed funds, but we 
are trying to help Mr. Endara already with 
operating funds to pay the workers and the 
people. And beyond that, though, I think 
we will feel obligated to try to help in 
every way possible. 

Q. Mr. President, what can you tell us 
about civilian casualties, specifically Pana- 
manian civilian casualties down there? And 
was there any estimate given in the pre- 
planning of this invasion of civilian casual- 
tiesP 

The President. Our numbers are almost 
nonexistent. And I heard some reports from 
a hospital—and we’ve not been able to con- 
firm those numbers—that some civilians 
were killed. And I just asked that of our 
defense chief who had the latest informa- 
tion when he came over here. And so, I just 
can’t help you on the total numbers. 

Q. The other question was—the second 
part—was there an estimate in the preplan- 
ning of this invasion? 

The President. 1 don’t think an estimate 
of numbers, but a great concern about that. 
And one of the reasons we went in with the 
force we did to take down the PDF and do 
it as quickly was to minimize civilian casual- 
ties. And the way we went after some of 
these targets was to minimize civilian casu- 
alties. 

A lot of kids risked their lives going in at 
night. Parachuting in someplace at night is 
not a piece of cake. And some of that was 
to stay away from the fact that civilians 
would be out and about in the morning. 

Q. Mr. President, how do you rate the 
chances now that Noriega might——- 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Dec. 21 


The President. Come on, Marlin [Marlin 
Fitzwater, Press Secretary to the President], 
a little help here. [Laughter] 

Q. ——that Noriega might be able to 
mount some kind of a hit-and-run guerrilla 
operation from hiding? What are the 
chances of that? 

The President. 1 don’t think so. The mili- 
tary doesn’t seem to think that he has the 
communications or a PDF continued loyalty 
that would make him go into the woods. I 
like the way Colin Powell put it: He hasn’t 
been in a jungle in a long time. And it’s 
tough living. And he’s been living high off 
the hog off the Panamanian people. And so, 
we don’t expect kind of a Sierra Madre ap- 
proach to this. 

Sarah [Sarah McClendon, McClendon 
News Service], you’ve been very good and 
kind all year long. This is my last press con- 
ference here. 

Mr. Fitzwater. How about a final ques- 
tion. 

The President. And this is the second-to- 
last question. I hope it’s a gentle one. 

Q. Your last press conference? What do 
you mean, your last press conference here, 
sir? 

The President. Is that your question? 
[Laughter] Well, here’s the thing. How 
many have we had this year? 

Mr. Fitzwater. irty. 

The President. We’ve had 30 press con- 
ferences this year, Helen. And some in your 
midst here have come to me and said, 
Please, Sarah, lighten up, don’t do this quite 
so much. Thank you very much. 

Q. Who said that? 

Q. Actually, this is a very mild question. 
Are you sending a letter today to the 
Senate to coordinate with the War Powers 
Act? They understood—— 

The President. 1 don’t know whether it 
goes today, but we will do what—— 

Q. You will do that? 

The President. Well, in fact, there’s cer- 
tain technical language on this that—but 
notification of the Congress will be done in 
accordance with our policy. 

Q. Tell us about your—— 

The President. This is the last one. 

Q. Romania. 

Q. The Soviets have criticized very sharp- 
ly the decision of yours to the point of 
saying they’re going forwards and the 


United States is going backwards. What is 
your reaction to this? 

The President. My reaction is: I need to 
get on a wire there—in a telegram or some- 
thing—explain this to Mr. Gorbachev. It’s 
not altogether surprising that he doesn’t un- 
derstand some of the special arrangements 
that the United States has in Panama. It’s 
not surprising that he doesn’t fully under- 
stand that this freely elected man had been 
deprived of the democracy. 

And I also need to let him know: Look, if 
they kill an American marine, that’s real 
bad. And if they threaten and brutalize the 
wife of an American citizen, sexually threat- 
ening the lieutenant’s wife while kicking 
him in the groin over and over again, then, 
Mr. Gorbachev, please understand this 
President is going to do something about it. 
So, we'll have to explain it very—last one, 
Maureen [Maureen Dowd, New York 
Times], and then I really do have to go. 

Q. Are you going to bring any troops 
home by Christmas? 


Secret Diplomacy 


Q. Mr. President, we now find out that 
last summer, when we thought that your 
policy was no contacts with the Chinese 
Government, that you’ve sent a high-level 
delegation there to talk to them. Don’t you 
feel that American people deserve to know 
that when you say something’s not happen- 
ing, it’s really not happening? 

The President. Yes, I do think they do. 
But I didn’t say that. I said no high-level 
exchanges. So, please look at it carefully. 

Q. But you didn’t tell us that this was 
happening. Don’t people—— 

The President. No, I feel no obligation to 
do that. I feel an obligation to keep you 
informed, but I have an obligation as Presi- 
dent to conduct the foreign policy of this 
country the way I see fit, reporting under 
the law to the United States Congress. You 
could say, How come you didn’t tell me 
that you were going to send in those troops 
down into Panama? Because I didn’t want 
to take a chance the information would get 
out. That is the responsibility of a President. 
And I will continue to exercise it while 
having 37 press conferences next year. 

Q. Romania, sir? 

The President. She’s got a followup. 
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Q. Does that mean there are all kinds of 
other secret diplomatic missions going on 
around that we have no idea of? 

The President. Maybe not of that magni- 
tude. But there’s a lot going on that in the 
conduct of the foreign policy or a debate 
within the U.S. Government has to be 
sorted out without the spotlight of the 
news. There has to be that way. The whole 
opening to China never would have hap- 
pened if Kissinger hadn’t undertaken that 
mission. It would have fallen apart. So, you 
have to use your own judgment. And 
you’ve got your job, and that is to find out 
absolutely everything you can, careful—I’m 
sure most of you are—about legitimate na- 
tional security concerns. But I have mine, 
and that is to conduct the foreign policy of 
this country the way I think best. 

If the American people don’t like it, I 
expect they'll get somebody else to take my 
job, but I’m going to keep doing it. And 
we've had a very open administration— 
very—but once in a while, if I go to try to 
set up a meeting with Mr. Gorbachev, 
we've got people here screaming, saying, 
You should have told us that the day you 
wrote the letter to him. I don’t agree with 
that. And I was elected, so I’m going to 
keep on trying to do this with an open- 
ness—I hope a new openness—but also the 
right of a President to conduct his business— 
in this case of Panama, to safeguard the 
lives of American kids and the other one, to 
go and see what happens—I know how 
China works—see what we can do, make a 
representation of how strongly we feel 
against the human rights abuse, but see 
what it’s going to take to go forward. 

Q. Mr. President, Romania, sir? 

Q. One question on Romania, sir? 

The President. You already had one. 

Q. What about Romania? 

The President. I'd like the spokesman to 
tell you about it. 

Q. What about Romania, sir? 

Mr. Fitzwater. The President’s in excel- 
lent health. [Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, what about the violence 
in Romania? 

The President. The longer you stay under 
the lights, the worse it gets. 

Mr. Fitzwater. We have a brief interlude 
here. But we have Christmas presents from 
the President for each of you, and we'll 
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bring those in in a moment if you want to 
pick those up as you leave. [Laughter] We 
will bribe and try anything possible. 
[Laughter] We know no shame at all. 


Note: The President’s 31st news conference 
began at 2:58 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate on United States Military Action 
in Panama 


December 21, 1989 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

On December 15, 1989, at the instigation 
of Manuel Noriega, the illegitimate Pana- 
manian National Assembly declared that a 
state of war existed between the Republic 
of Panama and the United States. At the 
same time, Noriega gave a highly inflamma- 
tory anti-American speech. A series of vi- 
cious and brutal acts directed at U.S. per- 
sonnel and dependents followed these 
events. 

On December 16, 1989, a U.S. Marine 
officer was killed without justification by 
Panama Defense Forces (PDF) personnel. 
Other elements of the PDF beat a US. 
Naval officer and unlawfully detained, phys- 
ically abused, and threatened the officer’s 
wife. These acts of violence are directly at- 
tributable to Noriega’s dictatorship, which 
created a climate of aggression that places 
American lives and interests in peril. 

These and other events over the past two 
years have made it clear that the lives and 
welfare of American citizens in Panama 
were increasingly at risk, and that the con- 
tinued safe operation of the Panama Canal 
and the integrity of the Canal Treaties 
would be in serious jeopardy if such lawless- 
ness were allowed to continue. 

Under these circumstances, I ordered the 
deployment of approximately 11,000 addi- 
tional U.S. Forces to Panama. In conjunc- 
tion with the 13,000 U.S. Forces already 
present, military operations were initiated 
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on December 20, 1989, to protect Ameri- 
can lives, to defend democracy in Panama, 
to apprehend Noriega and bring him to 
trial on the drug-related charges for which 
he was indicted in 1988, and to ensure the 
integrity of the Panama Canal Treaties. 


In the early morning of December 20, 
1989, the democratically elected Panamani- 
an leadership announced formation of a 
government, assumed power in a formal 
swearing-in ceremony, and welcomed the 
assistance of U.S. Armed Forces in remov- 
ing the illegitimate Noriega regime. 


The deployment of U.S. Forces is an exer- 
cise of the right of self-defense recognized 
in Article 51 of the United Nations Charter 
and was necessary to protect American lives 
in imminent danger and to fulfill our re- 
sponsibilities under the Panama Canal Trea- 
ties. It was welcomed by the democratically 
elected government of Panama. The mili- 
tary operations were ordered pursuant to 
my constitutional authority with respect to 
the conduct of foreign relations and as 
Commander in Chief. 


In accordance with my desire that Con- 
gress be fully informed on this matter, and 
consistent with the War Powers Resolution, 
I am providing this report on the deploy- 
ment of U.S. Armed Forces to Panama. 


Although most organized opposition has 
ceased, it is not possible at this time to pre- 
dict the precise scope and duration of the 
military operations or how long the tempo- 
rary increase of U.S. Forces in Panama will 
be required. Nevertheless, our objectives 
are clear and largely have been accom- 
plished. Our additional Forces will remain 
in Panama only so long as their presence is 
required. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Robert C. Byrd, President pro 
tempore of the Senate. The letter was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on December 22. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Situation in Romania 


December 22, 1988 


Today, December 22, a terrible burden 
appears to have been lifted from Romania: 
the burden of dictatorial rule. The United 
States shares the rejoicing of the Romanian 
people and joins them in their hopes for a 
peaceful transition toward democracy. We 
regret the tragic and senseless loss of life 
over the past week and urge that further 
violence be avoided. 

The United States salutes the decision by 
representatives of the Romanian Govern- 
ment to order a cessation of the brutal 
police repression and to bring a merciful 
end to the Ceausescu dictatorship. We hope 
the Romanian Government will now move 
quickly to respond to the demands of its 
people for democratic change and that it 
will commit itself to a peaceful transition. 

The tragedy of Timisoara will never be 
forgotten. It will serve as a permanent re- 
minder that the aspiration for fundamental 
human rights cannot be extinguished by 
force of arms. The United States is ready, as 
it has always been, for better relations with 
Romania. If Romania moves along a path of 
genuine democratic reform, the United 
States pledges its strong support and assist- 
ance. 

We hope that Romania will soon join the 
other countries of central and eastern 
Europe which have ushered in a new era of 
cooperation between East and West. 


Note: The statement was read by Press Sec- 
retary Fitzwater during his daily press 
briefing, which began at 9:21 a.m. It was 
extracted from the transcript of his re- 
marks. 


Appointment of Timothy E. Deal as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs and Senior 
Director for International Economic 
Affairs at the National Security Council 


December 22, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Timothy E. Deal as Special 
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Assistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs and Senior Director for Interna- 
tional Economic Affairs on the National Se- 
curity Council staff. 

A career Foreign Service officer, Mr. 
Deal has served as Director for Internation- 
al Economic Affairs since March 1989. Prior 
to this, he served as Deputy U.S. Represent- 
ative to the Organization for Economic Co- 
operation and Development in Paris, 1985- 
1988, and Counselor for Economic Affairs 
in the U.S. Embassy in London, 1982-1985. 
In addition, he has served in a variety of 
overseas and domestic assignments, includ- 
ing Poland and Honduras. 

Mr. Deal graduated from the University 
of California at Berkeley. He is married to 
the former Jill Brady and has two sons. 


Executive Order 12697—Extending the 
National Commission on 
Superconductivity 

December 22, 1989 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 (P.L. 100-418, 102 Stat. 1107) and sec- 
tion 301 of title 3 of the United States 
Code, and to give the National Commission 
on Superconductivity additional time to 
complete its report, it is hereby ordered 
that Section 3-401(5) of Executive Order 
No. 12661 is amended by deleting the date 
“February 23, 1989,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof the date “March 31, 1990,” and that 
the first sentence of Section 3-401(7) of the 
same Executive Order is amended to read 
“The Commission shall disband no later 
than May 31, 1990.” 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 22, 1989. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:14 p.m., December 22, 1989] 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the Report of the 
Presidential Economic Delegation to 
Poland 


December 22, 1989 


a 

I am transmitting herewith the final 
report of the Presidential Economic Dele- 
gation that I sent to Poland at the end of 
November. I think that you will find the 
conclusions of Secretaries Yeutter, Mos- 
bacher, and Dole and CEA i 
Boskin, and of the 20 distinguished private 
sector participants in the Mission, well 
worth reading. 

This report will help to ensure that the 
assistance provided by the “Support for 
Eastern European Democracy Act of 1989” 
will be used to maximum effect. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 
Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 


S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives; Richard A. Gephardt and Robert H. 


Michel, majority and minority leaders of 
the House of Representatives, respectively; 
George J. Mitchell and Robert Dole, majori- 
ty and minority leaders of the Senate, re- 
spectively. 


Nomination of Paul C. Lambert To Be 
United States Ambassador to Ecuador 


December 22, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Paul C. Lambert to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Ecuador. He would succeed 
Richard Newton Holwill. 

Since 1966 Mr. Lambert has served as a 
partner with the law firm of Breed, Abbott 
and Morgan in New York. Prior to this he 
served as a lawyer with the law firm of 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley and McCloy in 
New York City, 1955-1965. 

Mr. Lambert graduated from Yale Uni- 
versity (A.B., 1950) and Harvard Law 
School (J.D., 1953). He was born March 14, 
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1928, in New York City. Mr. Lambert 
served in the U.S. Army, 1953-1955. He is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
New York. 


Remarks to the AIDS Research Staff at 
the National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Maryland 


December 22, 1989 


Thank you all very much. I’m so very 
proud to be accompanied here and intro- 
duced here by Lou Sullivan. Barbara is, too. 
A little historical Trivial Pursuit: Bar used to 
be on the Morehouse School of Medicine 
Board, working for a slave driver named 
Lou Sullivan. [Laughter] And so, it’s fitting 
that they be sitting side by side. 

To Under Secretary Horner, if she is 
here, and Dr. Mason and Dr. Raub, Dr. 
Fauci, Dr. Broder and Dr. Decker and Dr. 
Rall and Dr. Bick and Dr. Goodwin— 
{laughter|—Dr. Lenfant, Dr. Alexander, and 
whoever is left out, all the rest of you: I am 
delighted, I mean it, really pleased, and so is 
Barbara, to be here. 

This morning, let me just say a word 
about another area before I just make a few 
comments on your work, your wonderful 
work. I am sure that your hearts and minds 
are with our kids, our brave soldiers in 
Panama, so let me just say a quick word 
about that. As I said yesterday, all human 
life is precious. We’re all children of a 
loving God, and we sorrow at the casualties 
in Panama. But we know that nothing is 
more crucial to peace on Earth than free- 
dom and democracy. And that’s what our 
American soldiers are achieving: freedom 
and human liberty for those who have en- 
dured brutal tyranny and brutal oppression. 

And this weekend, Americans will begin 
our traditional holiday celebration. And it is 
a time of rest and reflection and, most of 
all, of family. And while America stops to 
catch its breath from the dramatic events of 
1989, I assure you that through these holi- 
days we will not forget our brave soldiers 
down there and their families. We will con- 
tinue to do what is necessary to help the 
people of Panama achieve the democratic 


society that they voted for and that they so 
rightfully deserve. 

In these last days before Christmas, I did 
want to stop by here and salute what you 
are doing in biomedical research—the best, 
the very finest, all of you. For here, too, in 
your way you are standing for decency. 
You’re helping to improve the health of 
millions of Americans. And even more, like 
those soldiers in Panama, those heroes, 
you're giving the greatest gift imaginable: 
the gift of life. And nowhere is this gift 
more evident than in your work to combat 
AIDS. And it’s that which I’d briefly like to 
talk about today. For only together can we 
wage all-out war against this terrible killer. 

Two years ago in this very building, I met 
a person with AIDS who spoke of his pro- 
longed suffering. And I’ve just come from 
two more meetings—one with a patients’ 
support group and the other, a family sup- 
port group—and both reminded me of the 
need for compassion and understanding. 
And by that, [ mean the compassion that 
moves us to care for all those infected with 
the HIV, men and women, adults and chil- 
dren. And we must help them. And you, 
you above all, are doing just exactly that. 
And I want you to know, I am with you and 
extraordinarily grateful for what you are 
doing. And by understanding, I mean edu- 
cating, educating Americans who don’t 
want to help. don’t want to become in- 
volved because of a misplaced fear. They’re 
afraid of holding an AIDS patient because 
they’re frightened of getting AIDS. Barbara 
and I want to say, and we hope we can 
continue to demonstrate this, they are 
wrong. They’re simply uninformed. They 
are wrong about that. 

A few minutes ago, we were in a room 
full of kids with AIDS, and you could just 
feel the courage and character of the doc- 
tors and the nurses and the parents and the 
counselors. And being with them, I thought 
of how there is no reason to fear for your 
health, just their health. And I want to 
thank those who are not afraid, especially 
foster parents who have opened their 
homes and their hearts, and those of you 
here today who do so much for so many. 

And my good friend, Dr. Lou Sullivan, 
our Secretary—it’s appropriate that he be 
here with us today. He knows about com- 
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passion and understanding. And so do other 
great men and women of science and medi- 
cine. I think of our Assistant Secretary, Dr. 
James Mason, or Dr. William Raub, the 
Acting Director of NIH, who greeted us 
here; Doctor Fauci, who is still embar- 
rassed, I think, that I singled him out in the 
last year as a hero, but he is; and Dr. Sam 
Broder and Robert Gallo, Dr. Antonia No- 
vello, the Surgeon-General-designate. Each 
of these dedicated scientists preaches com- 
passion and understanding, as do others in- 
volved in treatment and research activities 
on AIDS at the NIH Clinical Center, from 
doctors and nurses to chaplains and social 
workers, from teachers to dietitians. For ex- 
ample, the clinical pathology staff, the diag- 
nostic radiology staff, the nuclear medicine 
staff—you are attacking the scourge of 
AIDS; and so are the laboratory scientists 
engaged primarily in AIDS-related basic re- 
search, all of the dedicated employees 
throughout all the institutions here. 

You know, there is a lot of talk about 
AIDS today. And I hear those who say we 
have far to go. And, yes, they’re right. But I 
would also add: Look how far we’ve come. 
And look at the advances in vaccine devel- 
opment and early therapeutic intervention. 
Look at the recently reported success of a 
vaccine in animals or clinical studies which 
show how AZT can retard the disease in 
infected individuals. Look at the treatment 
to prevent the onset of PCP, the pneumo- 
nia that infects large numbers of AIDS pa- 
tients and often, regrettably, leads to death. 
Where did these advances stem from? 
They’re rooted in the biomedical research 
conducted and supported by NIH. And they 
show the value of your commitment, and I 
commend that commitment. They stem 
from your work which makes America 
proud. 

Too often, we speak of compassion and 
understanding only in this time of year, the 
Christmas season. You embody it, and you 
live it all year round. And too often we 
forget the true message of this time of year. 
It’s that justice and kindness can indeed 
foster good will toward all. 

You know that message. You live that 
message. And for that, I thank you. And I 
want to wish you and your families a warm 
and happy holiday season. God bless you 
and those you are working so hard to save. 
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And God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. And Merry Christmas to all. Thank you 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. in 
the Clinical Center. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Secretary Louis W. Sullivan, 
Under Secretary Constance Horner, Assist- 
ant Secretary James O. Mason, and Dr. 
Frederick K. Goodwin, Administrator of the 
Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health 
Administration, of the Department of 
Health and Human Services. The President 
also referred to the following National In- 
stitutes of Health staff members: Dr. Wil- 
liam F. Raub, Acting Director; Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, Associate Director for AIDS Re- 
search; Dr. Samuel Broder, Director, Na- 
tional Cancer Institute; Dr. John Decker, 
Director of the Warren Grant Magnuson 
Clinical Center; Dr. Joseph E. Rall, Deputy 
Director for Intramural Research; Dr. Ka- 
therine L. Bick, Deputy Director for Extra- 
mural Research and Training; Dr. Claude 
Lenfant, Director, National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute; Robert C. Gallo, Chief, 
Laboratory of Tumor Cell Biology, National 
Cancer Institute; and Dr. Duane Alexander, 
Director, National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development. Secretary Sullivan 
is a former president of the Morehouse 
School of Medicine. Prior to his remarks, the 
President attended an AIDS family support 
group meeting. Following his remarks, the 
President and Mrs. Bush flew to Camp 
David, MD, for the Christmas holiday. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. The daily recognition program is in- 
tended as a national tribute of the highest 
order to every single American who makes a 
difference in the life of someone in need. 





The President extends his appreciation to 
the following: 





December 16 


Jack L. Powell, of Salisbury, MD. Mr. Powell or- 
ganizes the annual Joseph House food drive in 
his home town. Begun in 1985, the Joseph 
House drive has raised over 25 tons of food and 
clothing for impoverished families in the area. 
Contributors have ranged from elementary 
school students to the Governor. The program 
pioneered the shopping bag collection method. 
This technique has been replicated by other 
organizations, including the Boy Scouts of 
America, who collected 60 million cans of food 
in their 1989 food drive. 


December 18 


Aja Dyani Henderson, of Baton Rouge, LA. Aja 
Henderson, 15, saw a problem in her neighbor- 
hood. Children who wanted books could not 
get to the public library because they had no 
means of transportation. So, she started a li- 
brary in her own home to encourage the kids 
in her community to read. In addition to her 
own collection, she has received donations of 
books. Unlike the school libraries, Aja’s stays 
open through the summer. Miss Henderson 
also volunteers in a church-run literacy pro- 
gram targeted at inner city kids. 


December 19 


GlenCastle Project, of Atlanta, GA. This project 
is transforming a former Atlanta jail into low- 
cost housing for homeless families. From 1863 
to 1929, the Atlanta Stockade was one of the 
most infamous prisons in the south. Since clos- 
ing it has been a hangout for drug dealers and 
addicts. But next year the old Stockade will 
reopen as a community for needy people. It 
will include 67 apartments for homeless fami- 
lies, nonprofit food and clothing stores, a day 
care center, a job training institute, and a 
chapel. 


December 20 


Eugene Lang, of New York City, NY. Mr. Lang is 
the founder of the “I Have a Dream” Founda- 
tion, which encourages at-risk youth to stay in 
school by offering tutoring and personal sup- 
port, and guaranteeing to pay for a college 
education. In 1981 Mr. Lang started his dream 
by offering to personally pay college costs for a 
group of Harlem sixth-graders if they would 
stay in school. Since then the “I Have a 
Dream” Foundation has grown to include 
chapters in 32 cities, with 150 sponsors like Mr. 
Lang giving both their time and resources to 
over 9,000 kids nationwide. Additional adult 
volunteers in each city provide tutoring and 
develop relationships with students in the pro- 
gram. 
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December 21 


Tero Mauldin Coleman, of Washington, DC. Ms. 
Coleman is a volunteer with the Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program (RSVP) at the Simpson- 
Hamline United Methodist Church. She is 101 
years old. Ms. Coleman has been volunteering 
for 11 years with RSVP. She is one of 26 cente- 
narians currently volunteering with the pro- 
gram nationwide. She calls elderly home-bound 
worshipers, answers the church telephone, and 
helps out in any other way she can. 


December 22 


Hope, NM. The residents of this small western 
town volunteered their time to transform an 
abandoned school into a new community 
center. The citizens of Hope (population 300) 
decided not to let the old Hope school building 
go to waste. Citizens of the community volun- 
teered their time and services to fix up the 
building. It now houses an adult center, the 
Hope Police Department (which currently has 
one officer), and the town library. Plans exist to 
add a weight lifting room and refurbish the 
gym. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 17 

In the afternoon, the President met at 
the White House with national security ad- 
visers, to discuss the situation in Panama. 


December 18 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Senators Robert Dole of Kansas, Larry 
Pressler of South Dakota, and Strom 
Thurmond of South Carolina, and sev- 
eral of their constituents; 
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—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the morning, the President participat- 
ed in an interview with wire service report- 
ers. 

In the early afternoon, the President par- 
ticipated in a taping session for various 
public service announcements. 

Later, in a ceremony in the Residence, 
the President received diplomatic creden- 
tials from Ambassadors Julien Kavakure 
(Burundi), Jean-Pierre Sohahong-Kombet 
(Central African Republic), Zhu Qizhen 
(China), Wilfred I. Kendall (Marshall Is- 
lands), Abdikarim Ali Omar (Somalia), and 
Fili Tuaopepe Wendt (Western Samoa). 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas party in the Resi- 
dence at the White House for members of 
the White House staff. 


December 19 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. 

Throughout the evening, the President 
was in contact with the congressional lead- 
ership and world leaders, to discuss the U.S. 
military action in Panama. 


December 20 

Throughout the day, the President re- 
ceived updated reports on the military 
action in Panama. 

In a ceremony in the Residence, the 
President received diplomatic credentials 
from Ambassadors Jorge Crespo-Velasco 
(Bolivia), Carlos Morales Troncoso (Domini- 
can Republic), Jacques Andreani (France), 
Ryohei Murata (Japan), Pierrot Jocelyn Ra- 
jaonarivelo (Madagascar), and Dzevad Muje- 
zinovic (Yugoslavia). 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Federal Holiday Commission for a term of 1 
year: 


William J. Bennett. He would succeed Clarence 
M. Pendleton, Jr. Currently, William Bennett 
serves as Director of National Drug Control 
Policy. 

Lauro Cavazos. He would succeed Lawrence F. 
Davenport. Currently, Secretary Cavazos 
serves as the Secretary of Education. 

Jack Kemp. He would succeed Richard E. Lyng. 
Currently, Secretary Kemp serves as the Secre- 
tary of Housing and Urban Development. 

Constance B. Newman. She would succeed 
Charles Z. Wick. Currently, Ms. Newman 
serves as Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management. 

The White House announced that Presi- 
dent Bush has invited President ‘Ali ‘Abdal- 
lah Salih of the Yemen Arab Republic to 
make a state visit to the United States. 
President Salih has accepted the invitation 
and will meet with President Bush at the 
White House on January 24. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. 


December 21 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of Health and Human Serv- 
ices Louis W. Sullivan; 

—Andre Ware, 1989 Heisman Trophy 
winner; 

—leaders of the Presidential Economic 
Delegation to Poland; 

—Richard G. Darman, Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas party for White 
House Residence staff on the State Floor at 
the White House. 


The President announced the members of 
the Presidential delegation to attend the fu- 
neral services of the Prime Minister of Gre- 
nada, December 22, 1989. 





Delegation Chairman 


The Honorable John F. Lehman, Jr., of 
New York; 


Congressional Delegate 


The Honorable Bob Livingston, of Louisi- 
ana; 


Private Delegate 


Maurice Turner, of the District of Colum- 
bia; 
Government Delegates 


Dr. Timothy F. Ashby, of Virginia; and 
Nancy P. Dorn, of Virginia. 


December 22 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; and the CIA briefing staff. 

In the morning, the President called Sec- 
retary of Defense Richard B. Cheney, to 
discuss the situation in Panama. 

The President also called Gen. Carl E. 
Vuono, Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, to discuss 
visiting the military personnel wounded in 
Panama. 

In the afternoon, the President went to 
Camp David, MD, for the Christmas holi- 
day. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Wednesday, November 22, no nomi- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The second session of 
the 101st Congress will convene on January 
23, 1990. 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released December 20 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Thomas W. Corbett, Jr., to 
be United States Attorney for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania 


Statement: 
Upcoming visit of President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah 
Salih of the Yemen Arab Republic—by 
Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to the 
President 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved December 18 


H.R. 901 / Public Law 101-237 
Veterans’ Benefits Amendments of 1989 


H.R. 3259 / Public Law 101-238 
Immigration Nursing Relief Act of 1989 


Approved December 19 


H.R. 3299 / Public Law 101-239 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989 


H.R. 2494 / Public Law 101-240 
International Development and Finance 
Act of 1989 
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Children With Cancer, National Awareness Week 
for—1569 
Children and youth 
See also specific subject 
Child care—1920, 1933 





Children’s Day, National—1511 
Chil 


e 
Economy—1603 
Human rights—1603 
Relations with U.S.—1603 
Chin: 


a 
Administraticn policies—1853 
Arms sales to Middle East—1933, 1935 
Exchange programs, educational and cultural. 
See Education 
Human rights—1853, 1933 
President’s views—1854 
Relations with U.S.—1697, 1933-1936 
Christmas—1952 
Cities _ Back Against Drugs Week, Nation- 
al—190 
Citizen’s Medel, Presidential—1740 
Climate Change, Intergovernmental Panel on— 
1700, 1701 
Coast Guard, U.S. See Transportation, Depart- 
ment of 
Coffee. See Agriculture 
Colleges and universities. See specific institution; 
Education 
Colombia 
Drug trafficking. See Law enforcement and 
crime 
Economic and military assistance—1947 
Economy—1607 
President—1535, 1574, 1602, 1607, 1608, 1659, 
1666, 1922, 1935, 1939, 1947, 1950 
Trade with U.S.—1660 
Colorado 
Governor—1923, 1924 
President’s visit—1916, 1919, 1923 
Republican Party events—1916 
Columbia River Interstate Compact—1563 
Columbus Day—1513 
Columbus Quincentennial, Christopher—1809 
Commerce, Department o 
Budget—180 
Census, Bureau of the—1516 
Deputy Secretary—1663 
Inspector General—1704 
Minority Business Development Agency—1502 
Patents and Trademarks Office—1528, 1703 
Secretary—1502, 1516, 1568, 1569, 1611, 
1637-1639, 1663, 1752, 1775, 1809, 1837, 
1838, 1936 
Standards and Technology, National Institute 
of—1774 
Commerce, international 
See also specific country or subject 
Free and fair trade—1512, 1558, 1936, 1941 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT)—1659, 1660, 1699, 1895, 1941 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)— 
1501, 1655-1657, 1659-1661 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the US. 
(HTS)—1655, 1657, 1661 
President’s views—1605 
Commercial Appeal—1816 
Communications 
See also Media 
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Communications—Continued 
President’s views—1738 
Voluntarism, television’s role. See Voluntarism 
Communications Commission, Federal—1813 
Communications Satellite Corporation—1497, 
1769 
Community Foundation Week—1760 
Conference. See other part of subject 
Confidence and Security Building Measures and 
Disarmament in Europe, Conference on—1773 
Congress 
See also specific subject 
Ethics. See Government agencies and employ- 
ees 
House Speaker. See Speaker of House of Repre- 
sentatives 
1990 convening—1943 
Pay—1932 
President’s views—1651, 1694, 1937 
Conservation 
Park system—1495 
Wetlands preservation—1946, 1948, 1949 
Wildlife preservation—1946 
Constitutional amendments 
Flag desecration. See Flag, U.S. 
Human life. See Abortion 
Consumer Product Safety Commission—1529 
Continental shelf. See Maritime affairs 
Conventional forces and weapons. See Arms and 
munitions 
Cornell University—1804 
Costa Rica 
Ambassador, U.S.—1636 
Embassy, U.S.—1635 
President—1608, 1625-1627, 1632, 1633, 1635, 
1835, 1837, 1846, 1876, 1892, 1895, 1898, 
1934 
President Bush’s visit—1625-1627, 1629, 1635 
Relations with U.S.—1625, 1635 
Council. See other part of subject 
Country Music Month—1610 
Crime. See Law enforcement and crime 
Cuba 
Democracy and freedom—1881 
El Salvador, role. See El Salvador 
Human rights—1733 
President—1835, 1837, 1876, 1877, 1895, 1914 
Soviet role—1835, 1837, 1881 


Cyprus 
ya to U.S.—1504 
Conflict resolution—1504 
Foreign Minister—1504 
President—1504 

Czechoslovakia 
Democratization—1757 
President’s views—1742 


Days of observance. See _ part of subject 
Dayton Hudson Corp.—1771 
— Department of 
specific military department; Armed 
em US. 
Assistant Secretary—1898 
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Defense, Department of—Continued 
Budget—1490, 1578, 1695, 1782, 1809, 1822, 
1841, 1921 
Inspector General—1711 
Joint Chiefs of Staff—1497, 1545, 1823, 1904 
Military Support, Directorate of —1567 
Secretary—1497, 1567, 1578, 1694, 1695, 1774, 
1822, 1823, 1835 
Under Secretaries—1548, 1663, 1865, 1866 
Defense and national oc! 
Classified information—1670 
Deficit, impact. See Budget, Federal 
Expenditures—1921 
Intelligence—1781, 1851 
Military technology, transfer. See Science and 
technology 
President’s views—1810, 1841, 
1863, 1891, 1921 
Democracy, National Endowment for—1589 
Democracy and freedom, President’s views— 
1589, 1625, 1629, 1630, 1716, 1740, 1755, 
1756, 1821, 1826, 1828, 1863, 1901, 1914 
Democratic Party, President’s views—1561, 1677, 
1695 
Denver Broncos—1918, 1923 
Denver Broncos Youth Foundation—1923, 1924 
Department. See other part of subject 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 
1990—1809 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Reform Act of 1989—1952 
Department of the Interior and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 1990-——1590 
Department of Transportation and Related Agen- 
cies Appropriations Act, 1990—1809 
Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, 
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropria- 
tions Act, 1990—1808 
Departments of Labor, Health and Human Serv- 
ices, and Education, and Related Agencies Ap- 
propriations Act, 1990—1810 
Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing 
and Urban Development, and Independent 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1990—1710 
Developing countries 
Debt--1634, 1661, 1689, 1932 
Global climate change, impact. See Environ- 
ment 
President’s views—1626 
Development, Agency for International. See De- 
velopment Cooperation Agency, U.S. Interna- 
tional 
Development Cooperation Agency, U.S. Interna- 
tional 
Development, Agency for International—1510, 
1553, 1658, 1661, 1691, 1797, 1803 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation— 
1501, 1611, 1739 
Development Coordination Committee—1661 
Diabetes Month, National—1759 
Disability Employment Awareness Month, Na- 
tional—1546 


1842, 1845, 
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Disability and Rehabilitation Research, National 
Institute on. See Education, Department of 
Disadvantaged persons 
See also specific subject 
Administration policies—1938 
Disarmament, Conference on—1687 
Disaster assistance 
Armenian earthquake—1916 
California earthquake—1564-1566, 1571, 1581, 
1582, 1590, 1613, 1614 
Hurricane Hugo—1533, 1567, 1613, 1614, 1657 
Distinguished Principals Awards, National—1565 
District of Columbia 
Abortion funding. See Abortion 
Budget—1620, 1801 
Republican Party event—1899 
Domestic policy 
Government’s role—1561, 1562, 1724 
President’s views—1689, 1926, 1933 
Domestic Policy Council. See Cabinet 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, National— 
1527 
Down Syndrome Month, National—1556 
Drug abuse and trafficking. See Law enforcement 
and crime 
Drug Advisory Council, President’s—1734-1736 
Drug Control Policy, Office of National—1736 
Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amend- 
ments of 1989—1942 
Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness Week, 
National—1928, 1929 


Earthquake, Armenia. See Disaster assistance 
Eastern Airlines—1812 
Economic Advisers, 
1752, 1837 
Economic Cooperation and Development, Orga- 
nization for—1706, 1896 
Economy, international 
Administration policies—1857 
Foreign investment—1501 
President’s views—1872 
Economy, national 
Administration policies—1846 
Growth—1665, 1668, 1676, 1689, 1717, 1917, 


Council of—1637-1639, 


1932 
Ecuador, trade with U.S.—1660 
Education 
Administration policies—1487, 1589, 1804, 
1906 
Business and industry, role—1905 
Disadvantaged persons—1488, 1810 


Drug abuse prevention—1602, 
1789, 1805, 1912, 1924, 1942 
Exchanges, international—1597, 1854, 1887 

Funding—1488, 1805 

Government’s role—1487-1489, 
1803, 1804 

Hispanics—1903, 1905 

Magnet schools—1804 

Merit schools—1804 

President’s views—1487, 1503, 1535, 1566, 
1684, 1686, 1743, 1803-1805, 1905 


1636, 1785, 


1566, 1794, 





Education—Continued 
Principals—1565 
Quality—1487-1489, 1566, 1593 
Scholarships—1804 
Summit—1487 
Teachers—1566, 1593 
Education, Department of 
Assistant Secretaries—1521, 1752 
Budget—1589, 1810 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research, Nation- 
al Institute on—1739 
Secretary—1565, 1566, 1744, 1775, 1803, 1804, 
1903-1905 
Education, Institute of International—1597 
Education financing commission. See Postsecond- 
ary Education, National Commission on Re- 
sponsibilities for Financing 
Education Policy Advisory Committee, Presi- 
dent’s—1566, 1804, 1906 
Education Week, American—1743, 1744 
Egypt, President—1632, 1774, 1934 
EI Salvador 
Administration policies—1759, 1791 
Ambassador, U.S.—1938 
Cuban role—1746, 1846, 1914 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
(FMLN)—1746, 1759, 1791, 1835, 1837, 
1846, 1847, 1938 
Human rights—1837 
Nicaraguan role—1608, 1631, 1669, 1746, 1846, 
1872, 1914 
President—1630, 1631, 1635, 1668, 1669, 1746, 
1759, 1791, 1847, 1938 
President’s views—1631, 1746, 1759, 1847, 
1877 
Priests, murder—1763, 1847, 1939 
Elections 
Congressional—1533, 1790, 1798 
Congressional redistricting. See State and local 
governments 
Foreign. See specific country 
Gubernatorial—1671, 1673, 1676, 1725, 1793, 
1798 
President’s views—1692, 1696 
State and local—1537, 1671, 1673, 1676 
Emergency Management Agency, Federal— 
1564-1568, 1571, 1581, 1583, 1584, 1614 
Employment and unemployment 
Disadvantaged persons—1503, 1722 
Minimum wage—1654, 1764, 1765 
Youth—1764, 1765 
End Hunger Awards—1553 
Endowment. See other part of subject 
Energy 
Administration policies—1572, 1590, 1605, 
1700, 1940 
Natural gas—1571 
Oil—1605 
Energy, Department o 
Alcohol Fuels, Othe of—1578 
Budget—1841 
Energy Regulatory Commission, Federal—1555 
Secretary—1571, 1572, 1605, 1611, 1775, 1940 
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Energy Regulatory Commission, Federal. See 
Energy, Department of 
Enterprise zones—1718, 1722 
Environment 
See also Conservation 
Administration policies—1918 
Air quality—1572, 1700, 1933 
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC’s)}—1700 
Global climate change—1606, 1651, 1692, 
1700, 1887 
International cooperation—1606, 1651, 1700, 
1709, 1887, 1948, 1949 
Mexico-U.S. agreements—1495 
Pesticides—1614, 1615 
President’s views—1535, 1572, 1590, 1750 
Water quality—1808 
Environmental Protection Agency—1563, 1571, 
1572, 1611, 1612, 1615-1619, 1651, 1692, 1700, 
1750, 1795, 1918, 1948 
Environmental Youth Awards—1750 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission— 
1813 
Ethics Reform Act of 1989—1855 
Europe 
See also specific country 
Administration policies—1889 
Defense and security—1782, 1822, 1824, 1851, 
1875, 1889, 1891 
Democracy and freedom—1505, 1573, 1612, 
1638, 1712, 1716, 1757, 1820, 1848, 1850, 
1851, 1886, 1888, 1920 
East-West relations—1528, 1573, 1638, 1712, 
1821, 1837, 1839, 1841, 1850, 1870, 1879, 
1885-1888, 1891, 1895, 1897 
Economic relations—1826, 1829, 1890 
President’s views—1645, 1647, 1649, 1691, 
1712, 1746, 1781, 1795, 1821, 1825, 1829, 
1836, 1845, 1847, 1849, 1870, 1876, 1879, 
1885, 1889-1891, 1899, 1920, 1925 
Relations with U.S.—1706, 1822, 1839, 1887, 
1890 
Soviet military reductions—1889 
Soviet role—1757 
Trade unions—1757 
European Communities—1502, 1573, 1639, 1842, 
1885-1888, 1890, 1891, 1895, 1936 
Everglades National Park. See Florida 
Everglades National Park Protection and Expan- 
sion Act of 1989—1946 
Excellence in Science and Math Teaching 
Awards—1593 
Executive Office of the President 
See also specific constituent unit 
Budget—1669 


FMLN. See El Salvador 

Fair Labor Standards Amendments of 1989— 
1764, 1765 

Families, President’s views—1814 

Family Caregivers Week, National—1819 

Family Week, National—1801 
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Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front. See 
El Salvador 
Farm-City Week, National—1761 
Farmers Home Administration. See Agriculture, 
Department of 
Federal. See other part of subject — 
Federalism. See Domestic policy, Government’s 
role 
Financial Times—1828 
Fire Safety at Home Day—1628 
Fishing. See Maritime affairs 
Flag, U.S.—1507, 1539, 1543, 1619 
Flag Protection Act of 1989—1619 
Florida, Everglades National Park, expansion— 
1946 
Food assistance 
Domestic policies and programs—1725, 1808 
Poland—1500, 1502 
President’s views—1553, 1600 
Food day. See World Food Day 
Food and Drug Administration. See Health and 
Human Services, Department of 
Food safety. See Health and medical care 
Foreign Assets Control, Office of. See Treasury, 
Department of the 
Foreign Missions, Office of. See State, Depart- 
ment of 
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Relat- 
ed Programs Appropriations Act, 1990—1810 
Foreign policy 
See also specific country or subject 
Administration policies—1558, 
1855 
Congressional role—1528, 1839 
President’s views—1540, 1545, 1648, 1651, 
1690, 1724, 1746, 1783, 1806, 1810, 1828, 
1841, 1844, 1854 
Security and development assistance—1490, 
1691 
Forest Products Week, National—1579 
Forrestal, U.S.S.—1862, 1864 
France, President—1714, 1766, 1890 
Frankel prizes. See Arts and the Humanities, Na- 
tional Foundation on the, National Endowment 
for the Humanities 
Freedom. See Space program, manned space sta- 
tion 
Freedom, Presidential Medal of —1740 
GATT. See Commerce, international 
GSP. See Commerce, international 
Gabon, U.S. Ambassador—1490 
Gambia, U.S. Ambassador—1517 
Gas. See Energy, natural gas 
Gaucher’s Disease Awareness Week—1658 
Gazeta Wyborcza—1828 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. See 
Commerce, international 
General Services Administration—1522, 1669 
Generalized System of Preferences. See Com- 
merce, international 
Geographic Society, National—1750 


1688, 1806, 
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Geography Awareness Week—1734 
German-American Day—1505, 1506 
German Democratic Republic 
Berlin. See Berlin 
Border opening—1712 
Council of State, Chairman—1564, 1691 
Emigration—1506, 1712, 1714, 1716, 1723 
President’s views—1894 
Relations with West Germany—1712, 1782, 
1827, 1842, 1844, 1845, 1877, 1888, 1892, 
1894, 1920, 1934, 1935 
German reunification. See German Democratic 
Republic, relations with West Germany 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Berlin. See Berlin 
Chancellor—1506, 1691, 1712, 1714, 1723, 
1724, 1766, 1802, 1820, 1837, 1843, 1844, 
1863, 1886, 1888, 1892 
East German immigrants. See German Demo- 
cratic Republic 
Foreign Minister—1802, 1820, 1863 
President of Parliament—1505 
Relations with East Germany. See German 
Democratic Republic 
Relations with U.S.—1506, 1712 
Glaucoma Awareness Week, National—1702 
Globe and Mail—1828 
Government agencies and employees 
See also specific agency 
Confidential information, disclosure—1670 
Ethics—1758, 1932, 1953 
Management improvement—1509 
Pay—1758 
President’s views—1509 
Temporary census employees, recruitment— 
1516 
Waste and fraud elimination—1952 
Government Printing Office—1688 
Governors’ Association, National—1487 


HOPE. See Housing, administration policies 

HTS. See Commerce, international 

Halloween—1636, 1652 

Handelsblatt—1828 

Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the U.S. See Com- 
merce, international 

Head Start. See Health and Human Services, De- 
partment of 

Health, National Institutes of. See Health and 
Human Services, Department of 

Health, President’s—1514, 1515, 1545 

Health Care Financing Administration. See 
Health and Human Services, Department of 

Health Care Food Service Week, National—1492 

Health and Human Services, Department of 
Assistant Secretary—1739 
Budget—1490, 1589, 1810 
Food and Drug Administration—1618, 1808 
Food safety, role. See Health and medical care 
Head Start—1489, 1805 
Health, National Institutes of—1810, 1919 
Health Care Financing Administration—1769 





Health and Human Services, Department of— 
Continued 
Inspector General—1547 
Public Health Service—1657 
Secretary—1568, 1615, 1775, 1814, 1928 
Health and medical care 
Acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS)—1589, 1808, 1810, 1856, 1919 
Catastrophic illness insurance coverage-—1544 
Drug treatment programs—1710, 1912 
Family planning—1784 
Food safety—1614, 1615 
Government’s role—1919 
President’s views—1648 
Highway Administration, Federal. See Transpor- 
tation, Department of 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National. 
See Transportation, Department of 
Highways. See Transportation 
Hispanic Education, Task Force on. See Cabinet, 
Domestic Policy Council 
Hispanic Magazine—1904 
Hispanics, President’s views—1905 
Home Care Week, National—1833 
Homeless. See Housing, disadvantaged persons 
Honduras 
Ambassador, U.S.—1510 
President—1604 
Hospice Month, National—1701 
Hostages. See specific country 
Housing 
Administration policies—1717, 1719, 1953 
Aged persons—1722 
Disadvantaged persons—1717, 1719, 1953 
Housing Administration, Federal. See Housing 
and Urban Development, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Department 
of 
Assistant Secretary—1490 
Budget—1710 
Chief Financial Officer—1953 
Homeless, related activities—1710 
Housing Administration, Federal—1710, 1718- 
1720, 1953 
Management improvement—1952 
Mortgage Association, Government National— 
1813 
Secretary—1716, 1718-1720, 1775, 1953 
Human rights. specific country 
Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and 
Human Rights Week—1926 
Humanities, National Council on the. See Arts 
and the Humanities, National Foundation on 
the 
Humanities, National Endowment for the. See 
Arts and the Humanities, National Foundation 
on the 


Hun; 
Administration policies—1528, 1665, 1839 
Ambassador to U.S.—1611 
Democratization—1500, 
1839 


1575, 1611, 1665, 
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Husgary—Continued 
Economic assistance—1500, 1611, 1665, 1838, 
1839, 1841 
Emigration—1501, 1612, 1613 
Minister of State—1665 
President’s views—1502, 1826 
Trade with U.S.—1573, 1611-1613, 1661 
Hunger. See food assistance 
Hunger Education Month—1764 
Hurricane Hugo. See Disaster assistance 


IMF. See Monetary Fund, International 
IPCC. See Climate Change, Intergovernmental 
Panel on 
IRA’s. See Taxation, retirement accounts 
Il Sole 24 Ore—1828 
Illinois 
Chicago, mayor—1785, 1787, 1789 
Governor—1785, 1787, 1789, 1790 
Lieutenant Governor—1793 
President’s visit—1785, 1789, 1790 
Republican Party event—1790 
Immigration and naturalization 
See also specific country 
Administration policies—1853 
Refugee repatriation—1548 
India, taxation convention with U.S. See Taxation 
Indian, National Museum of the American. See 
Smithsonian Institution 
Indian Heritage Week, National American—1901 
Indians, American 
Administration policies—1590 
President’s views—1840 
Individual retirement accounts. See Taxation 
Information, confidential. See Defense and na- 
tional security; Government agencies and em- 
ployees 
Information Agency, U.S., officials—1506, 1611, 
1612 
Institute. See other part of subject 
Insurance, medical care. See Health and medical 
care 
Intellectual property rights. See Patents, copy- 
rights, and trademarks 
Intelligence. See Defense and national security 
Intelligence Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 
1990—1851 
Inter-American Development Bank—1627 
Interest rates. See Monetary affairs 
Interior, —— of the 
Budget—1590 
National Park Service—1495 
Secretary—1775, 1795, 1948, 1949 
Internal Revenue Service. See Treasury, Depart- 
ment of the 
International. See other part of subject 
International Narcotics Control Act of 1989— 
1947 
Interstate Commerce Commission—1705 
. foreign. See Economy, international 
owa 
Governor—1926 
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Iowa—Continued 
Ln mt sped rw 
ublican event— 
: een City, mayor. 1662 
ran 
Hostages in Middle East, role—1689 
Relations with U.S.—1689 
U.S. national emergency, reports—1642, 1643, 
1747 
Israel 
Middle East peace efforts. See Middle East 
President’s views—1751, 1934 
Prime Minister—1696, 1715, 1751, 1774 
Relations with U.S.—1751 
Italian-American Heritage and Culture Month— 
1536 


Italy 
President—1524, 1529 
Prime Minister—1850, 1888 
Relations with U.S.—1524, 1530 
Space program, cooperation with U.S. See 
Space program 
Izvestia—1828 


Ja 
Vahey agreement with U.S. See Maritime af- 
fairs 


Prime Minister—1844 
Relations with U.S.—1693 
Job Skills Week, National—1532 
John F. Kennedy High School—1919, 1923 
— — - Staff. See Defense, Department of 
udiciary, budget—1808 
Satan Wadia: of 
Attorney General—1544, 1640, 1670, 1775, 
1853, 1854, 1939 
Budget—1808 
Drug legislation, role—1923 
Flag protection, role. See Flag, U.S. 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 
Office of —1533 


Kansas, Governor—1560 
Kenya, U.S. Ambassador—1491 
Korea, Democratic People’s Republic of, relations 
with South Korea. See Korea, Republic of 
Korea, Republic of 
Armed Forces, U.S., role—1557 
Defense and security—1557 
Democracy and freedom—1558 
Foreign policy—1558 
President—1557 
Relations with North Korea—1557 
Relations with U.S.—1557 
Trade with U.S.—1558 


Labor, Department of 
Budget—1589, 1810 
Deputy Secretary—1904 
Secretary—1501, 1637-1639, 1752, 1755, 1765, 

1775, 1837, 1838 

Labor & Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
American Federation of—1637, 1639, 1742, 
1754, 1838 
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Labor issues 
President’s views—1755, 1757, 1758, 1812 
Solidarity, U.S. labor union support—1742, 
1755 
Workers rights—1758 
Lands, Federal. See Real property 
Latin America 
See also specific country; Central America 
Administration policies—1632 
Debt. See Developing countries 
Democracy and freedom—1574, 1608-1610, 
1625, 1626, 1629, 1632, 1746, 1821, 1900 
President’s views—1746 
Relations with U.S.—1626, 1631 
Trade unions—1757 
Trade with U.S.—1659, 1660 
Law enforcement and crime 
Administration policies—1617,; 1724, 1933 
Capital punishment—1641, 1921 
Drug abuse and trafficking—1498, 1535, 1574, 
1602, 1604, 1606, 1607, 1626, 1634, 1636, 
1652, 1659, 1666, 1724, 1735, 1746, 1785, 
1789, 1809, 1880, 1911, 1912, 1915, 1921- 
1924, 1939, 1942, 1947, 1950 
Drunk driving—1919, 1929 
Enforcement officers, President’s views—1640 
International cooperation—1498, 1535, 1574, 
1604, 1607, 1626, 1634, 1786, 1880, 1939, 
1947, 1950 
Plea bargaining—1641 
Sentences, mandatory—1641 
Slain officers, tribute—1640 
Women, violence against—1560 
Law Enforcement cers’ Memorial, National— 
1640 
Le Figaro—1828 
Lebanon 
Administration policies—1698 
Conflict resolution. See Middle East 
Hostages—1689 
President—1698 
President’s views—1590, 1698, 1873, 1912 
Legal Services Corporation—1809 
Legislative branch. See specific constituent unit 
Leif Erikson Day—1515 
Little League—1523 
Luxembourg, U.S. Ambassador—1762 


MADD. See Mothers Against Drunk Drivers 

MIA’s. See Armed Forces, U.S. 

Magyar Nemzet—1828 

+= apa Baldrige National Quality Awards—1663 
ta 


President’s visit—1861, 1862, 1864, 1865, 1868, 
1869, 1879, 1886 
Prime Minister—1849, 1861, 1869 
Relations with U.S.—1861 
Management and Budget, Office of—1556, 1599, 
1670, 1775, 1846, 1938 
Maritime i 
Japan-U:S. fishery agreement—1642 
Outer Continental Shelf resource develop- 
ment—1590 





Maritime affairs—Continued 
Panamanian flag vessels, U.S. ban—1855 
Pollution from ships, convention—1709 
Maritime Commission, Federal—1796, 1951 
Massachusetts, President’s visit—1683 
Maxim Gorky—1866, 1868, 1869, 1884 
Media 
See also Communications 
Drug abuse prevention, role—1666 
President’s views—1600, 1816 
Media Advertising Partnership for a Drug-Free 
America—1666 
Mediation Board, National—1812 
Medical care. See Health and medical care 
Mexico 
Ambassador, U.S.—1493 
Ambassador to U.S.—1493, 1931 
Drug trafficking. See Law enforcement and 
crime 
Environmental agreements with U.S. See Envi- 
ronment 
Foreign Minister—1493 
President—1493-1495, 1498, 1604, 1786 
Relations with U.S.—1493, 1495, 1498, 1604 
Trade with U.S.—1495, 1498 
Middle East 
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Meeting with Belgian Prime Minister Mar- 
tens—1886 
Meeting with European Economic Commu- 
nity President Delors—1887 
Meeting with West German Chancellor 
Kohl—1886 
Canada, telephone conversation with Prime 
Minister Mulroney—1766 
Colombia, drug summit in Cartagena—1939, 
1950 
Cyprus, meeting with President Vassiliou— 
1504 


Eastern Europe, U.S. support programs, Coor- 
dinator and Deputy Coordinators—1903 

Egypt, telephone conversation with President 
Mubarak—1774 

El Salvador 
Murder of six Jesuit priests—1763 
Telephone conversation with President Cris- 

tiani—1759 

Federal Republic of Germany, telephone con- 
versations with Chancellor Kohl—1723, 1766 

France, telephone conversation with President 
Mitterand—1766 

German Democratic Republic, U.S. assistance 
for emigrants—1714. 

German reunification, U.S. position—1842 

Harmonized Tariff Schedules of the U.S., Gen- 
eralized System of Preferences, duty free 
treatment for certain watches—1657 

Houston economic summit, announcement— 
1857 


Hungary 
Economic assistance—1500, 1841 





Statements Other Than Presidential—Continued 
Hungary—Continued 
Meeting with Minister of State Pozsgay— 
1665 
Political reform—1575 
Israel, meetings with Prime Minister Shamir— 
1715, 1751 
Lebanon, agreement for national reconcilia- 
tion—1590 
Malta, meetings with Chairman Gorbachev— 
1864, 1865, 1868 
Ministerial Conference on Atmospheric Pollu- 
tion and Climate Change—1700 
NATO, meeting with Secretary General 
Woerner—1528 
National Education Goals, meeting with Gover- 
nors—1906 
Nicaragua 
Meeting with President Ortega in San José, 
Costa Rica—1627 
Meeting with Violetta Chamorro—1706 
Presidential election monitoring commis- 
sion—1749 
U.S. assistance for free and fair elections— 
1589 
Nigeria, state visit of President Babangida— 
1925 
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Statements Other Than Presidential—Continued 
Panama 
Meeting with U.S. Senators—1528 
Banning of flag vessels from U.S. ports—1855 
Panama Canal Commission, Acting Administra- 
tor—-1898 
Philippines 
Military rebellion—1856 
U.S. military assistance—1856 
Points of Light recognition program—1818 
Poland 
Economic assistance—1500, 1841 
Loans, U.S. participation—1950 
Presidential economic delegation—1752 
President’s surgery—1515 
Soviet Union 
Meeting with Defense Minister Yazov—1497 
Meetings with Chairman Gorbachev in 
Malta—1661, 1864, 1865, 1868 
President Gorbachev’s message to President 
Bush—1731 
Special Presidential Emissary for POW/MIA 
Affairs, meeting with General Vessey—1686 
United Kingdom, Prime Minister Thatcher 
Meeting—1828 
Telephone conversation—1774 
Yugoslavia, meeting with Prime Minister Mar- 
kovié—1545 
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